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The award winning

A Leading Expert of Petrified Wood and His Clunker -
Walt Wright

Walt Wright is a Botanist, Ecologist, Paleontologist
Geologist, and a Paleobotanist; although by the looks of
him you might not believe it. Walt claims his mother,
who had a PHD in science & math, gave him his first
piece of petrified wood at the age of 10. This opened a
new fascinating world for Walt into the study of petrified
wood.

Walt has worked for the U.S. Forest Service and the
University of California. He has been a consultant for
various government agencies. Mr. Wright has done
extensive writing in the field of petrified woods. He
wrote a chapter on the Triassic Chinle Formation on
fossil woods in 2002, the “Secrets of Petrified Plants” in
both English and German. When asked about his
degrees, he sort of chuckled and said he had some, but

that they were not that important, so we would just assume
that he has quite a few.

His recent study is Fossil Tree Ferns out of Argentina first
discovered and reported in the Southern hemisphere which
was published in Review of Paleo-Botany & Paleontology
Journal. He is presently working in Utah describing new
species of seed ferns from Queensland, Australia.
Walt is a busy speaker and is booked for several months in
advance. He is a resident of Brea, California.

I wasn’t able to talk to him on Saturday so on Sunday I
was running around trying to find him before leaving.
Someone told me if his car is parked outside, he is here
somewhere. You can’t miss it!

______________________________________

The Walt Mobile
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OFFICERS FOR 2017
President Nancy Pekarek 310 257-8152 pekareks@hotmail.com
Vice President Steve Karno 310 251-5323 srkarno@gmail.com
Secretary Jamie Erickson 310 956-7467

excephtionalgreen@rocketmail.com
Treasurer Leslie Neff & 310 318-2170 lesneff@aol.com

Lynette Vandeveer 310 379-5852 lyndyla@aol.com
Fed Director Terry Vasseur 310 644-2029 wookman@dslextreme.com

STANDING COMMITTEE CHAIRFOLKS
Displays & Mary Sharp & 310 326-5939 solgo1@earthlink.net

Donates Kitty Lake 310 377-9882 joe-lake@msn.com
Education Leslie Neff 310 318-2170 lesneff@aol.com

Workshop
Editor Terry Vasseur 310 644-2029 wookman@dslextreme.com
Wally Ford Larry Hoskinson 310 318-2170 lesneff@aol.com

Scholarship Fund
Field Trip

Coordinators
Getting-to- Craig Polliard 310-533-4931 craigpolliard@yahoo.com

know-you
Historian Gale Fussello 310 702-3633 fussello@yahoo.com
Hospitality Jim Erickson 310 640-6199 bmcjim@att.net
Membership Gale Fussello 310 702-3633 fussello@yahoo.com
Property Steve Pekarek 310 257-8152 pekareks@hotmail.com
Publicity Kathy Polliard 310 5 33-4931 kjpolliard@yahoo.com
Refreshment Al Richards 310 675-6606 al4bty25@att.net
2017 Show Lead Nancy Pekarek 310 257-8152 pekareks@hotmail.com

Show Chairs Megan Fox 310 433-3230 allaboutme@gmail.com
Leslie Neff 310 318-2170 lesneff@aol.com

Lynette Vandeveer 310 379-5852 lyndyla@aol.com

CLUB EXPERTS
Chris Curtin - Fossil Preparation
Burt Dobratz - Fused Glass
Larry Hoskinson - Opal Cutting
Peggy Hill - Lapidary & Beads
Frances McArthur - Rock & Wire Talismans
Ken Oullette - Cuttle Bone Casting & Silver Fabrication
Chris LeMaster - Tumbling
Craig Polliard - Lost Wax Casting, Jade Cove Collector
Toy Sato - Suiseki (Stone Appreciation)
Terry Vasseur - Silver Fabrication
Teresita Vasseur - Pearl Stringing
Lynette Vandeveer - Wirewrap Jewelry

MISSION STATEMENT
This society was formed to collect and study minerals; to teach lapidary arts,
to disseminate knowledge of mineralogy, lapidary work, and related
activities; to exhibit specimens for public education; and to exchange
information related to the earth sciences.
MONTHLY MEETINGS
Meetings are scheduled on the First Tuesday of the month, 6:30 p.m., in the
meeting room of the Torrance Public Library, 3301, Torrance Blvd.. Visitors
and guests are always welcomed at all club events.
MEMBERSHIP
Annual dues for a single member is $15 and $20 for a family payable by the
1st of the year. An annual 12 month subscription to the Agatizer comes with
membership. A subscription to the Agatizer alone is $20.
WEBSITE Webmaster Jamie Erickson
Southbaylapidaryandmineralsociety.com
PDF READER LINK
http://www.adobe.com/products/acrobat/readstep2.html
AGATIZER CIRCULATION
Dec 2016 90 - June 2017 95
SBL&MS TAX STATUS
The South Bay Lapidary & Mineral Society is a nonprofit
501 ( c ) 3 organization, Tax ID # 95-350730

Edwardo & Elma Bonilla July 4
Larry & Leslie July 14

July Birthdays

Gale Fussello July 3
Kathy Polliard July 7
Toy Sato July 14
Lynette Vandeveer July 15
Carol Kron July 16
Ava Hill July 23
Kity Lake July 25
Roger Mills July 31

July Tuesday 11, 2017

The Ice Cream Social

Bring you favorite toppings. Nancy is
bringing the ice cream, Kathy Polliard will
bring drinks, and all will bring a favorite
topping if they have one.

Display and Donate: Mary Sharp, Mattia
Corbo, Chris Curtain, & Jamie Erickson

(About 5 minutes for each presentation
please.)

July Anniversaries

Ventura Holiday Inn - from the room

"Always write angry letters to your enemies. Never mail
them." - James Fallows
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From The Editor’s Desk

The 2017 CFMS - AFMS Gem
Show & Convention was the
best performance of the year,…
maybe even the best of the
decade. The Ventura club had
aggrandized their show title
“Ventura Rocks the Nation”
and they seemed to have lived
up to the theme. They claimed
to having the most number of

displays ever,… 94! You have to handed it to them. They
proved the old AFMS recipe still makes a good stew and
how a little spice of their own can make it even better.
Congratulations Ventura.
______________

- - - FEDERATION DIRECTOR - - -

When a Regional Federation show gets together with the
American Federation of Mineralogical Societies, an extra
day may require to coordinate the two organizations. The
AFMS Uniform Rules Committee had a meeting on
Wednesday evening at the Clock Tower Inn (off site of the
Fair Ground). Thursday was set up and Friday was on with
the show.

I wanted to see Bob Jones. He
was speaking early on Friday
morning which gave us a taste
of the I-405 traffic during
work travel time. We got to
Ventura a half hour before the
show opened, just enough time
to pick up our show tickets and
to get a front seat.

Bob’s two presentations were a sum of his 70 years of
travel, writing, and collecting minerals. He is well known
for his stories and what can be more easy to talk about than
having borrowed a priceless diamond from the Smithsonian
for a show and having to hide it under his mattress at night
in his hotel room. Then there was a trip in a mine in
Colombia hundreds of feet below when the mine lift failed
half the way up. There he was hanging with his pockets
filled with beautiful rough emerald crystals for his
collection; wondering if this was worth the invitation.

What I really wanted was to ask Bob if he knew of any
museum quality uranium mineral pictures from the ‘40’s
and ‘50’s. I understand may pieces were destroyed in the
‘60’s & ‘70’s when uranium miners were getting lung
sickness. Bob thought it was ashamed we lost them but he
may be able find some pictures for me.
__________________

Eleven thirty it was time for lunch. I missed the Mike
Hunerlach ALAA presentation. I should have kept an eye
on the clock. I’m a little tiresome of meetings that seem to
go nowhere however, the Department of the Interior,
Forests, and the BLM never stops.

I found a January 25, 2017 article Online named, “The End
of Petrified Wood Collecting on Public Lands”.
Remember the 2009 Omnibus bill that had the
Paleontological Resource Protection Act that ended
collecting almost everything except sea shells? Well here
we go again. Petrified wood is next. If they get their way,
collectors will no longer be able to pick up 25 pounds of
petrified rock. Fail to follow their rules and you will be a
criminal. And furthermore, you may not sale the petrified
wood you already have!

I heard another interesting story I think was by Mike
Havstad “Introduction to Meteorites”. Someone found
some petrified wood just outside of the private land owned

Where is the Old Woman Meteorite?

The meteorite was found in 1976 by three prospectors in
the Old Woman Mountains of San Bernardino County.
Over the next several years it was on display in many
venues of the BLM including Redlands, El Centro, and
Riverside. It left here and traveled to the Smithsonian in
1978 and was returned to California in September of
1980. It’s final rest is in the Desert Discovery Center in
Barstow, California. It originally weighed 6,070 pounds
(2,750 kg), but has since had a 942 pounds (427 kg) slice
removed for scientific study.

_____________________– Continued on page 6

Bob Jones
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General Meeting, June 6, 2017

 6:38pm- Welcome and Pledge of Allegiance led by President Nancy Pekarek

 6:40pm- Officer Reports

Secretary: Jamie Erickson

 Thanks for liking and sharing our Facebook posts!

 If you are interested in having an article published on our website,
email me!

 I would love to put together an online post of ‘Pets and Rocks’, so
please send me a photo of your animal fiend with your rock friend!

 Treasurers: Lynette Vandeveer and Leslie Neff

 Nothing to report

 Federation Director: Terry Vasseur

 Terry is headed to the Ventura show this year, and hopes some of the members will tag along!

 Terry would like to encourage anyone who would be interested in being the Federation Director next
year to let him know- it is time to pass the torch!

 Agatizer: Terry Vasseur

 Terry is in the process of switching internet providers… bear with him!

 Show Treasurer: Gale Fussello

 Final report is still pending- check back again in July!

 6:50pm- Education Program introduced by Vice President Steve Karno

 The Paleontology of Whales with Karol McQueary

 7:40pm- Display and Donate

 Nick Chan shared with us a dynamic presentation on his adventures into a Benitoite mine, complete with a
lovely specimen and educational pamphlet!

 Lynette Vandeveer brought in some of her popular and unique guitar pick earrings that she has been making-
awesome!

 8:10pm- Old Business

 Motion to make annual donation of $500 to the Waldo Ford Scholarship

1st: Larry Hoskinson

2nd: Mary Sharp

 8:15pm- New Business

 We are permanently disbanding the paper goods stored for use at breaks for refreshments! No one is able to
store the boxes any longer.

 We would like to ask that members assigned to bring drinks bring cups along with them.

 OUR MEETING NEXT MONTH IS ON JULY 11TH!

 This meeting will be our annual ice cream social meeting! Come ready for dessert!

 Our educational presenters for July will be an in house rotation of several members- we hope to see every-
one there!

 8:08pm- Raffle

 1st Prize: Wooden Picture Frame- Carol Krone

 2nd: Amethyst- Nancy Pekarek

 3rd: Crab Fossil- Steve Karno

 Congrats to all of the winners!

 8:18pm- Meeting Adjourned

 1st: Leslie Neff

 2nd: ken Ouellette

Jamie Erickson
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The Bulletin Board

NEXT MEETING: July 11, 6:30 PM

BOARD MEETING:

PROGRAM: The Summer Ice Cream Social

FIELD TRIPS:

FEEDBACK
Letters to the Editor

ON THE

ROCKs with TV

Tips–Ideas–Questions &
Answers, on Anything
Relating to the Hobby
(submissions welcomed)

A Geologic Cross Section Through Utah

We stopped at a small museum in Torrey, Utah back in the
1990’s. I saw two of these cool Geologic Cross Sections
of Utah ($3.50 each) and bought both. I think you can still
get them for $10 on line now.

Geologists have drawn maps like these as layers of time
and use them to prospect. Us minerals and fossil collectors
can use them too. The Grand Canyon exposes layers all
the way down to the Precambrian, 4.6 Billions but you

can’t climb down and collect in the Grand Canyon.
(Actually there is an area where you can climb down from
one side to the other but you couldn't collect anyway.)

The Southern areas of Utah also expose many of these
layers that you can walk on, like the Triassic and Jurassic

Open loop, no feedback this month.
____________________

periods. These are where the petrified woods and dinosaur
bones are found. Of course both of these will soon be taboo.

__________________
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by the Boron company. The guy who found it wanted to
know who owned the land before doing any digging. The
BLM found about it and changed the map, put a fence
around it, and dug it out petrified wood themselves. Is that
slick?
__________________

The San Miguel building was filled with venders. I
promised myself I wouldn’t buy any more stuff but damn
if I didn’t see something I have never seen before, a 25 set
of bezel forming mandrels. Each one had a different form
starting from 0.62 inches to 0.09 inches. I’m not even
sure how to use them but they were just too cool to pass.

The Anacapa Hall was where the display cases and the
competition cases were designated, the most number of
displays ever,… 94! The judges spent all Friday and part
of Saturday. A change I noticed was the judging was
roped off and they didn’t attach score sheets and ribbons
on the competition cases. The public likes to see who won
what but some of the looser's aren’t to happy with a low
score and a batch of criticism,…been there done that!

2 PM we wondered over to the Callahan Center for Ken
Rogers, “New Finds, Fakes & Changing Industries”.
Beware, there are plenty of manmade materials with new

2017 Show Calendar

 CULVER CITY ROCK & MINERAL CLUB

July 8 - 9: CULVER CITY, CA
Veterans Memorial Auditorium
4117 Overland Blvd
Hours: Sat 10 - 6; Sun 10 - 5
Contact: Janice Metz, (310) 850-4398
Email: janicemtz@yahoo.com
Website: www.culvercityrocks.org

Continued from page 3 – Federation Director

names. If a vendor doesn’t try to pass it on as a natural
material, I’m OK with it. I see a lot of women on TV
wearing crap who can afford better. If they like it, fine.
__________

The plastic chairs were tortuous but I didn’t want to miss
the 3:45 PM presentation. I knew I had heard about Pat
McMahan somewhere. Bingo! He gave a presentation at
the 2016 Agate Expo in Milwaukee, Wisconsin.

Pat McMahan was born in Los Angeles. At the age of 8
he met Professor Ade, a well know rockhound who
collected in the 1930’s. He had
fabulous material and took Pat
under his wing, teaching him how
to cut, polish, distinguish the
various rocks, document his
collection and prepare displays for
shows. With Professor Ade’s
influence, Pat came to love
sagenite and plume agate.

Pat retired and moved to
Cottonwood, Arizona where he
made Arizona his sand box. I was
shocked that there were so many
places where he found marvelous
sagenite and plume agate. He said
they told him all the good stuff was
gone. Yes, all the big stuff sitting waiting for you to pick
them up is long gone but there still is some hiding a
couple feet down. He said he looks for chips and that’s
where he digs. Fill in as you dig out (keeps the owners
happy). Look for clues for what is in the prospects by
chipping of a little off.

Pat brought a few of his new fabulous book on Arizona
agates for sale, $130. Once again, I blew it. I didn’t want
to spend any more money on picture rocks. Now I want to
buzz over to Cottonwood to pick one up.

– Continued on page 7

25 set of bezel forming mini mandrels

Pat Mahan
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Notes I took of some of his
Arizona agate locations

Anderson Mine, Bloody Basin,
Bouse (near Quartzsite),
Northwest of Brena, Burro
Creek, Chimney Reds, Gila
Bend Mountain, Globe, Lake
Pleasant, Lyman Lake,
Maricopa County (Plume),
Muggins Mt., Mulligan Peak,
Rodeo Flat, Santa Maria River,
Sheep Bridge, St Johns

By the way, Pat has more
than 8,000 polished agate
specimens from over 550
locations. I wonder what he
is going to do with them? I wish I had thought to ask him.
____________

The Cracker Barrel started at 7 PM at the McBride Hall;
wine, crackers, cheeses, cold cut meats, raw veggies, and
fruit. As the tables filled up, the decibel scale slammed the
needle to the right. For us with hearing problems, there
was little to do but to wait for the the show to begin. The
Ventura Club opened with their adopted, ‘Surfin’ USA’.
After that is was Texas line dancing. For us with a club
foot, there was little to do but to wait for the end of the
show.
____________

9 AM Saturday June 10, 2017
Convention of The Board of Directors

The agenda consisted of 43 items that were swiftly taken
care of. A few items were brought forward for a little more
discussion but really nothing of much interest. Many heads
of a committee weren’t there or they had submitted a note
in the convention meeting package. A smooth meeting like
this one satisfies most people but then again, don’t you just
miss having one of those meetings with a good ol’
disagreement once and a while? Oh well, no entertainment
this year.

____________

I got out before noon and
caught up with Craig and Kathy
Polliard. The judging of the
display cases was over so we
decided to check them out. The
first thing you notice is; these
people know that bright
lightening without shadows is
mandatory. Without any
ribbons; who won?

On the way over to the Callahan
building for Mike Havstad’s
“Introduction to Meteorites” – Continued on page 8

(You can get it at Amazon $129)

presentation, we encountered someone from Jurassic Park.
If I only had a handful of peanuts.

Mike Havstad’s presentation was indeed an introduction to
Meteorites. Where to go to find meteorites? Try dry lakes.
The flat white salt is a good background for black iron
chips. Of course everyone knows that so the pickings are
slim. And that metal detector you bought when you retired,
may not to be the best tool for hunting meteorites in iron
rich BLM deserts like the Mojave. Meteorites have landed
all over where on Earth, however, only dry areas keep them
from oxidizing into rust.

Then there is the gnarly answer
for the question, ‘Can I keep
what I found?’ It depends.
Even if it’s on your own land
(particular a big one), the
government may find a way to
twist your arm to give it to a
university or a museum.

Mike always does a good show.
See him when you can.
____________

Craig & Kathy spent the day with us. Teresita also met Frances
McArthur and Carol Kron

____________

Pictures taken by Kathy Polliard

Continued from page 6 - Federation Director

I’ll Take That, Thank You
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Continued from page 7 – Federation Director

Walt Wright “The Beauty of Petrified Wood” was on at
3:30 PM. I wanted to see him because I had a piece of
wood I wanted him to take a look at it. So I sat up front.

I have seen a couple presentations by Walt. They were
designed for club meeting’s, a 45 minutes of entertainment.
I wasn’t expecting anything special but it didn’t take long
for me to become very interesting in what he was talking
about!

When MT St Helens blew up, some people said we would
get a new petrified wood field in a couple hundred years,
not likely said Walt. Where would they get the silica?
Most volcanoes spew basalt or sticky rhyolite that don’t
flow very far. Any wood they touch it will burn up. The
trees that are blown down will slowly decompose.

Dinosaur coprolites that look like agate baseballs, how did
they get petrified? Walt said they aren’t dinosaur poop.
They were probably psuedomorphs of barite. Those rocks
found in a river in Washington state that really look like
petrified poop is really brown siderite (iron carbonate).
There are proven dinosaur coprolites by finding bone chips
and bits of veggies. I need to show Walt my coprolite.

So how did wood and wood casts turned into petrified
wood. According to Walt, the only way the petrify process
can take place is with very fine silica and lots of it. And
the only way that can happen is when there is a very rare
super massive volcanic explosive.

About that time Walt was pulling out a long board with
equations of how micro silica could quickly start the petrify
process. The lady in charge of the speakers and programs
stood up and told Walt his time was up, she needed to close
the building. Walt just kept on. Unfortunately, we also
needed to get going to our hotel so we could get ready for
the Awards Banquet somewhere up in the hills above of
Ventura. I wished I could stay. Walt was just about ready
to explain how the petrify process works.
____________

6 PM - It’s Happy Hour at The Poinsettia Pavilion
The Awards Banquet

We made it to the Awards Banquet with time to spare. It
was a much better place than the other options at the fair
grounds. We missed the friends that we used to sit with us
like Bob Jones, Walt Wright, and the Dougherty’s.

The seats were filled, the food was the best I can
remember, and the longest Presentation of Awards.

There was the CFMS’s President’s Special Award,
the Golden Bear Award,

the CFMS Scholarship Honoree,
the AFMS Scholarship Honoree,
the Lillian Turner Junior Award,

the AFMS Recognition Award,
the All American Club Award for the CFMS,
the All American Club Award for the AFMS,

Show Chair Award,
The Host Club Award,

the CFMS Competitive Exhibit Awards,
the AFMS Competitive Exhibit Awards,

and finally the AFMS Installation of Officers.
____________

8:30 AM Sunday June 11, 2017
It’s Breakfast with the Editors & Webmasters

at the Island View Derby Club

About the Contests:

Newsletters and Web Sites are the mainstay of keeping
members informed about society activities and therefore,
help maintain membership. Society web sites can also
encourage public attendance of society events and help
attract new members.

The contests are offered as an educational tool to help
editors and webmasters reach these goals and improve the
product they provide to their societies.

We thank these volunteers for entering the contests and
recognize their dedication and contribution to their
respective societies.

Our thanks also go to the judges who shared their time and
experitise.

–Suzanne Webb, 2017 CFMS Bulletin Contest Chairperson

Award Presentations:

American Federation Bulletin Contest Awards
Web Site Contest Awards

California Federation Bulletin Contest Awards
Web Site Contest Awards

____________

It’s 10:30 AM, the convention is over. I have only one
thing to do yet. That is; find Walt Wright. I still need to
show him my mysterious piece of petrified wood. I found
his car. He has
to be here.

He and another
fellow were
looking at a
competition case
of petrified
wood. What else
could it be?

Dr Walt Wright Writing a Petrified Prescription

– Continued on page 9
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TIPS FROM A JEWELER’S BENCH

Brad Smith brad@greenheart.com [BenchTips]

FANCY RIVET HEADS

For a nice looking rivet head, use
brass escutcheon pins. You'll have
perfectly rounded heads that are
all the same size and shape. The
pins are a little hard to find, so try
the best hardware stores first. Be
sure to get solid brass pins, not
brass plated steel. If unsure, test
them with a magnet.

The pins are readily available online. Lee Valley Tools has
them in 14 - 18 gauge and lengths from 1/4 inch to 1 inch.
Go to http://www.LeeValley.com and do an item search on
"brass escutcheon pin"

For best results, select a drill that gives you a hole with a
close fit to the rivet. Trim the rivet to a leave a little less
than one diameter sticking out the back side. Place the
head on a scrap of hard plastic on the anvil so as to not
flatten the head. I prefer a ball peen hammer (with a small
3/8 inch ball) for setting the rivet.

-------------

EASIER PRONG SETTING

When setting stones in a prong mount, the tool is less
likely to slip off the prong if you grind a groove into its

face or rough up the face a
bit with sandpaper. Some
folks prefer a prong pusher
for doing this, and others
like a set of pliers.

The easiest way to create a
slot on the pusher is with a
file, and the easiest way to
create a slot on one jaw of

your pliers is with a cutoff wheel. Then rough polish the
slot with a medium grit, knife-edge silicone wheel.

It was high noon. I reached for my rock as Walt
unhitched the latch on his loupe’s holster. Silence set in
as I eased the rock in front of Walt as he sat before me
near a table with space to use. He scanned the polished
surface left to right and right to left. Finely, he took his
loupe hand off and said he had only seen one other like it.

Walt noted it was a compact conifer Xenoxylon, the
upper-Jusrassic,
185 Mbp (Millions
years before present),
the Morrison
Formation, Garfield,
Colorado.

________________

Continued from page 8 – Federation Director

Add a piece or more of your minerals, polished
rocks, cabochons, or items related to our hobby.
You may have found, made, or purchased the
item. Your name, what it is, and where it came
from will have a note under each piece. Make
them interesting.

Seem me: Terry Vasseur for any questions.

Join the 2017 South Bay Lapidary
& Mineral Society’s Mini Museum
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South Bay Lapidary & Mineral Society, Inc.
P.O. Box 1606
Torrance, California 90505

What Ya Been
Up to Lately?

I bought one of those Highland Park
Lapidary Wet Grinders for $195 plus

shipping …and wait,…
there’s more! They come with

8 four inch Resin Diamond Polishing
Discs and a Coarse Grinding Turbo Four Inch Cup for making
smooth finishes on rough rocks. I finally got it out of the box
and went to work on an eight inch petrified wood stump. It
polished in less than three hours including a setup. I love it. If
everyone had one, there wouldn’t be anymore rough rocks!
That’s what I have been up to (after painting the shed).

(Short Safety Note)

You want to grind and polish outside due to 4000 rpm plus
will jet streams of water & fine ground rock. You only need
enough water wetting the grinding & polishing on the rock
surface. My bucket caught most of the water but the excess
did wet the grass. Normally, you don’t want to stand in
water holding an electric motor. Keep water out of the tool
and wear rubber boots or shoes to isolate a possibly electric
continuity through your body. The tool won’t work without
a grounded three prong receptacle that grounds the body of
the tool. Time to go to work!

Pull Up A Seat And Polish Away


