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The award winning

When I was a youngster someone gave me a View
Master that came with photographs of some of Utah’s
most magnificent geologic formations. I swore one day I
would stand there before them. Now that I am older (but
a little younger than that guy on the tractor below); I
have seen much of Utah over the years but only once
(last year) did I stop to do any rock hounding there. So
here we are on rockhounding in Utah, part II.

Once again Teresita and I are joining up with Marty and
Linda Dourgherty, former members of the Long Beach
Rock Club, now retired in Paulden, Arizona.

On the Road Again

We were up early heading towards the San Rafael Desert
and the foot of the Eastern Henry Mountain’s canyons,

A Week In Utah Rockhunting

The Famous Entry to Monument Valley

Utahns Are Friendly and Have A Sense of Humor

about 400 miles away. Once you enter Monument Valley,
the scenery overtakes tiresome car seats and every day
problems, but there is no guarantee. I got a call from my
home security networks; an alarm went off. It turned out to
be a false but a reminder, every day life is still going on.

When we got to Mexican Hat it was turn left on St 261
North. It’s a must to take the Moki Dugway. The road was
constructed in 1958 by the Texas Zinc mining company, to
transport uranium ore from the "Happy Jack" mine in Fry
Canyon to a processing mill in Mexican Hat.

And that brings us to our first rock hunting site, Fry Canyon
for petrified wood. They say petrified wood is plentiful
there but not very pretty. Some is white pieces that they
say is "silicated" due to the silica that has been absorbed.

The Fry Canyon mines closed sometime in the 1960’s,
leaving tailings to contaminate groundwater and the
intermittent Fry Creek with copper, uranium, radium, and
other heavy metal salts. Some time later the U.S.
Geological Survey, Environmental Protection Agency, and
other agencies, installed three permeable reactive barriers to
stop the contamination of the water.

The dirt road “Radium King Road” was in good shape. We
followed Marty’s rockhound guide book, four miles in but
we only found small petrified wood chips in the dry creek.
It was getting to late to move on to another site so we

Moki Dugway, 1,100 Ft High , Elevation 6,425 Ft

– Continued on page 6
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OFFICERS FOR 2016
President Nancy Pekarek 310 257-8152 pekareks@hotmail.com
Vice President Mattia Corbo 310 328-2762 mattiacorbo@hotmail.com
Secretary Jamie Erickson 310 956-7467

excephtionalgreen@rocketmail.com
Treasurer Leslie Neff & 310 318-2170 lesneff@aol.com

Lynette Vandeveer 310 379-5852 lyndyla@aol.com
Fed Director Terry Vasseur 310 644-2029 wookman@dslextreme.com

STANDING COMMITTEE CHAIRFOLKS
Displays & Mary Sharp & 310 326-5939 solgo1@earthlink.net

Donates Kitty Lake 310 377-9882 joe-lake@msn.com
Education Leslie Neff 310 318-2170 lesneff@aol.com

Workshop
Editor Terry Vasseur 310 644-2029 wookman@dslextreme.com
Wally Ford Larry Hoskinson 310 318-2170 lesneff@aol.com

Scholarship Fund
Field Trip Chris Curtin 310-480-4378 gundodude26@aol.com
Getting-to- Craig Polliard 310-533-4931 craigpolliard@yahoo.com

know-you
Historian Gale Fussello 310 702-3633 fussello@yahoo.com
Hospitality Gale Fussello 310 702-3633 fussello@yahoo.com
Membership Gale Fussello 310 702-3633 fussello@yahoo.com
Property Steve Pekarek 310 257-8152 pekareks@hotmail.com
Publicity Kathy Polliard 310 533-4931 kjpolliard@yahoo.com
Refreshment Al Richards 310 675-6606 al4bty25@att.net

Director
2017 Show Lead Nancy Pekarek 310 257-8152 pekareks@hotmail.com

Show Chairs Megan Fox, 310 433-3230 allaboutme@gmail.com
Leslie Neff 310 318-2170 lesneff@aol.com

Lynette Vandeveer 310 379-5852 lyndyla@aol.com

CLUB EXPERTS
Chris Curtin - Fossil Preparation
Burt Dobratz - Fused Glass
Larry Hoskinson - Opal Cutting
Peggy Hill - Lapidary & Beads
Ken Oullette - Cuttle Bone Casting & Silver Fabrication
Chris LeMaster - Tumbling
Craig Polliard - Lost Wax Casting, Jade Cove Collector
Toy Sato - Suiseki (Stone Appreciation)
Terry Vasseur - Silver Fabrication
Teresita Vasseur - Pearl Stringing

MISSION STATEMENT
This society was formed to collect and study minerals; to teach lapidary arts,
to disseminate knowledge of mineralogy, lapidary work, and related
activities; to exhibit specimens for public education; and to exchange
information related to the earth sciences.
MONTHLY MEETINGS
Meetings are scheduled on the First Tuesday of the month, 6:30 p.m., in the
meeting room of the Torrance Public Library, 3301, Torrance Blvd.. Visitors
and guests are always welcomed at all club events.
MEMBERSHIP
Annual dues for a single member is $15 and $20 for a family payable by the
1st of the year. An annual 12 month subscription to the Agatizer comes with
membership. A subscription to the Agatizer alone is $20.
WEBSITE Webmaster Jamie Erickson
Southbaylapidaryandmineralsociety.com
PDF READER LINK
http://www.adobe.com/products/acrobat/readstep2.html
AGATIZER CIRCULATION
Dec 2015 - June 2016 97
SBL&MS TAX STATUS
The South Bay Lapidary & Mineral Society is a nonprofit
501 ( c ) 3 organization, Tax ID # 95-350730

Display & Donate and Refreshments

The Display & Donate: (No Display & Donate
until April 2017)

Drinks: Morgan Anderson

Munches: Toy Sato, Doug Soden

Dec 6

SILENT AUCTION
Remember to bring (preferably) hobby related
items for the silent auction, collectable rocks
(rough or processed) & minerals, lapidary &
jewelry fabrication tools, books, etc. Be prepared
to set a minimum bid. Bid generously on items
you find that you want to take home, and most
important, HAVE FUN! Proceeds go to the
Torrance library as thanks for allowing us to hold
our meetings in their spacious and beautiful
meeting room.

Drinks: Eugenia Dickson

Munches: Craig/Kathy Polliard, Ken Ouellette

Nov 1

Teri Smith, Doris Turney’s daughter, sent Mary
Sharp an E-mail to tell her Doris Turney passed
away in her sleep on October 13.

She had been ill for several weeks, this was not
unexpected. Since her stroke in 2013 that left her
unable to use her left side, her health has gone
down. There will be no services, she had a prepaid
cremation policy and will then be scattered at sea
(like my dad was). We were blessed to have her
for 91 years. - - Teri Smith

"Doris and her husband Clayt joined our South
Bay club in 1977. Doris served multiple terms in
each of the offices of president, secretary, and
show chairman. She was the membership
chairman for many years. She was a hard worker,
always cheerful, and, like Sara Lee, nobody didn't
like her. Doris was a real lady of the old school.
She was 91."
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What a perfect present for the
Agatizer; Chris Curtin’s getting
on the Southern California’s
Paleontological newsletter. If
you are doing something
related to the hobby, get off
your butt and let me know. It’s
your newsletter not mine.

(Actually, it is mine and you
can’t have it!..Yet.)

Obviously, this is the
Utah field trip issue. I
hope to be able go back
there again next year.
There are so many
places that pictures or
words cannot touch the
soul as it does when you
are there. Being there in places so remote and so alone,
something rejuvenates and sparks the life within.

It appears that we have won to keep our rights to collect in
some of the Cady Mountains. We should celebrate by
joining the CFMS Field Trip to the Cady’s on Saturday
November 5. Be careful though. They recommend that
you need to have a vehicle with some height and 4 wheel
drive.

It used to be common to visit a local club’s show and be a
congenial neighbor. It’s not so much anymore. I know we
haven’t been doing it much lately. Part of the problem is
every club seems to want to have their show in March and
October and it’s also good months for field trips around
here. Anyway, we went to the Whittier’s show, bought
some tickets, and Tessie won a pendant with a chain.
Fifteen years ago, I won a silver cast eagle pendant at that
same show. Somebody likes us?

Next year the California Federation and the American
Federation of Mineral Society’s show is going to be at
Ventura, California June 9-11. It is once again an
opportunity to show off what you have or even make a run
to compete. You have plenty of time to get ready. Let me
know if you are interested and need some help.

Back to Utah

I almost chucked this
thing away when I
found it. I was quite
away from the cars.
The more I study it,
the more interesting it
is. I have never seen
any coprolite like it. I
think it was the prize
of the year.

From The Editor’s Desk
Dinosaur Poop Is Harder to Find

Than It Should Be

Why don’t archaeologists find fossilized poop all over
the place? In a word: roaches

By Rose Eveleth
Smithsonian.com
January 6, 2014

At one point, there were a lot of dinosaurs roaming around
the earth. They definitely pooped. So why don’t
archaeologists find fossilized scat all over the place?

Paleoscatologists, as they’re called, do indeed find and
study dinosaur poop. Eliza Strickland at Nautilus
Magazine has a profile of one such paleoscatologist, and
explains that people like her “study the fossilized
excrement of ancient peoples to learn about their diet,
health, and lifestyles, and a few others study the fossilized
droppings of extinct animals.” But considering just how
many dinosaurs there were and how much poop hey should
have produced, some have wondered why there isn’t more
paleoscat around to study.

Unlike today, where scavengers like dung beetles and flies
break down feces, in the Mesozoic, there were relatively
few insects that could have done the dirty deed and done it
on such a large scale. But, according to a recent study,
there is one main culprit for the lack of dino dung–
cockroaches.

The researchers found a piece of amber that happened to
contain both dinosaur scat and cockroaches. They
analyzed the object, looking both at the contents of the
poop and what was inside the cockroach. Lo and behold,
about one percent of the cockroaches stomachs were filled
with pre-digested plant matter–that’s plant matter that went
through a dinosaur’s digestive system before it went
through the cockroach’s.

The researchers believe their findings indicate that the
critters we still see today are the reason paleoscatologists
don’t have more to work with. Yet another reason to hate
cockroaches.

____________

Coprolite found on Striped Mountain,
Garfield Co., Utah

FEEDBACK
Letters to the Editor

Open loop, no feedback this month.
_______________________
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Secretary’s Minutes of the
Oct 4, 2016 General Meeting

6:30pm- Welcome and Pledge of
Allegiance

Officer Reports:

* President Nancy Pekerak- Slate
of Officers Announced below
to be voted on:

- President: Nancy Pekerak
- VP: open

- Secretary: Jamie Erickson
- Treasurers: Lynette Vandeveer and Leslie Neff
- CFMS: Terry Vasseur
- Show Committee: Nancy, Lynette, Larry, and

Leslie

* Secretary- Jamie Erickson

- Minutes from last meeting available on table to
be read- they will be approved at a later date

- Keep liking Facebook- new blog post to come on
web site

- Our themed week of ‘Digging Deep’ will be
happening next week!

* Treasurer Report: Lynette Vandeveer

- Bills paid; CD renewed for nine months at a
0.04% rate

Discussion: considering looking into
other banks for better rates

* Federation & Agatizer Reports - Terry Vasseur
(absent)

* Field Trips: Chris Curtin
- October 29: return trip to Agate Valley in

Palmdale to look for bubbly Agate and nodules

* Hospitality: Gale Fussello
- Today at the meeting we have 24 members and 3

guests- Welcome!
- Cards for Doris, Mary, and Peggy being signed

and mailed
7-7:35pm- Presentation: ‘Hot Meteorites’ with Alan Rubin

from UCLA- thanks so much for the dynamic and
fascinating presentation!

* Mary Sharp- Pyrite treasures

* Francis McArthur- some finds found during our very
own club field trips

* Bob Carr- specimens from Palos Verdes and Arizona

Break

New Business:

Jamie Erickson

Nov Anniversaries

Mary Sharp Nov 22

Nov Birthdays

Steve Pekarek Nov 15

* Project with Torrance Library for children’s
presentation: ‘Junior Rock Club Day’

- Denise Martin and Megan Fox
- Event will be in March to hopefully help promote

our show in April
- 25 kids 7-12 years with a few activities and rotate

tables
- Please contact Denise or Megan to volunteer! We

will need about 10 people!

* Please remember to bring your used batteries to
meetings to be collected!

Raffle:

* 1st Prize: Bear on Amathyst donated by the club and
won by Nancy Pekerak

* 2nd Prize: Onyx Bud Vase donated by the Polliards
and won by Mary Sharp

* 3rd Prize: Jade specimen donated by the Polliards and
won by Nick Chan

- Congratulations to all the winners of our other
prizes!
___________________________

The Bulletin Board

NEXT MEETING: Nov 1, 6:30pm

BOARD MEETING:

PROGRAM: SILENT AUCTION

FIELD TRIPS: See Sept Minutes
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THE CALIFORNIA FEDERATION OF MINERALOGICAL SOCIETIES, INC.
DEDICATED TO THE ADVANCEMENT AND ENJOYMENT OF

THE EARTH SCIENCES

CAMP ZZYZX

We invite you to join us at the Earth Science Seminar being held at the Desert Studies Center, Soda Springs

(Zzyzx) located approximately 50 miles Northeast of Barstow, CA. Off I-15 at Zzyzx Rd.

Facilities are rustic, dormitory style rooms with bed, mattress & desk. Cleaning is the occupant’s
responsibility. You must bring bed linen or sleeping bag, and any creature comforts you may desire i.e. lamp,
throw rug, ice chest. RV parking is approximately 1/4 mile from the Center and has no facilities of any kind.
All restrooms and showers are in separate buildings at the center and are communal.

The Earth Science Committee reserves the right to accept or deny applications as they deem appropriate. This
area is designated by the Government as a Desert Studies Center; consequently, NO PETS ARE ALLOWED. A
limited number of reservations are available and an early application is recommended. Subject to change these
classes will be offered:

LAPIDARY BEADING WIRE ART FIELD TRIPS SILVER FABRICATION ADVANCED WIRE ART
PRECIOUS METAL CLAY SOFT STONE CARVING FACETING ALTERNATIVE CASTING

The fee for the week is $400.00 per person and includes quarters or RV space, three meals per day, and classes.
Additional charges may be assessed for material furnished by instructors.
IF YOU USE YOUR RV YOU CAN SAVE $50.00 / Day Trippers Cost is $200 for the week
NO CANCELLATIONS AFTER MARCH 1, 2017 unless a replacement is provided.

A $25.00 Administration Fee will be assessed for cancellations prior to March 1, 2017.

Please complete the Registration form and Mail with full payment; Payable to CFMS

MAIL APPLICATION TO:
AUDREY HARVEY
3363 Tuxford Place Thousand
Oaks, CA 91360 805-492-2253

CAMP ZZYZX

MARCH 26TH – APRIL 1ST, 2017

FOR INFORMATION ONLY
CONTACT:

Marion Roberts
209-538-0197
email: mvroberts1@comcast.net

REGISTRATION FORM DEADLINE MARCH 1, 2017
Applications received after this date will be placed on a stand-by list and considered only when a vacancy exists.

Please use block printing:

(A) Mr. Mrs. Ms___________________________________________________________________________
(B) Mr. Mrs. Ms___________________________________________________________________________
Street__________________________________City___________________State______________Zip__________

Phone ______________________________E-Mail __________________________________________________ ROOM

ASSIGNMENT FOR SINGLE APPLICANTS ONLY. RV____ DORM____ Day Tripper _____ ROOM REQUEST FOR MEDICAL OR PHYSICAL

REASONS. PLEASE DESCRIBE ______________________________ SPECIAL DIETARY NEEDS ___ DIABETIC ___ OTHER ___
EXPLAIN ___________________________________

DO NOT MAIL REGISTRATIONS PRIOR TO NOVEMBER 1ST ! REGISTRATIONS POSTMARKED
PRIOR TO NOVEMBER 1ST WILL BE PLACED ON THE “WAITING LIST”

By attending this activity you are giving your consent for CFMS, to make photographs, videotapes, films or other likeness of me.
I hereby grant to CFMS unrestricted right to copyright any of the above-mentioned materials containing images of me as well
the unrestricted right to use and reuse them, with their caption information, in whole or in part. These rights include, but not
limited to, the right to publish, copy, distribute, alter, license and publicly display these materials and images for editorial,
trade, marketing and/or advertising purposes. I also grant CFMS and its licenses the unrestricted right to use and disclose my
name in connection with use of the above material.
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2016 Show Calendar

 AMERICAN OPAL SOCIETY
November 5 - 6: ANAHEIM, CA
Business Expo Center
1960 S. Anaheim Way
Hours: Sat 10 - 6; Sun 10 - 5
Contact: Veronica Purpura, (714) 509-9959
Email: info@opalsociety.org
Website: www.opalsociety.org/

 INDIAN WELLS GEM & MINERAL SOCIETY
November 5 - 6: RIDGECREST, CA
Desert Empire Fairgrounds
520 South Richmond Road
Hours: 9 - 5 daily
Contact: John DeRosa, (760) 375-7905
Email: jfrocks@dslextreme.com

 OXNARD GEM & MINERAL SOCIETY
November 19 - 20: OXNARD, CA
Oxnard Performing Arts Center
800 Hobson Way
ours: Sat. 10 - 5; Sun. 10 - 4
Contact: Diane Cook, (805) 647-8517
Email: johndianedaisy@yahoo.com
Website: www.oxnardgem.com

 WEST COAST GEM & MINERAL SHOW
November 11 - 13: SANTA ANA, CA
Holiday Inn - Orange County Airport
2726 S. Grand Ave, (55 Freeway exit 8 for Dyer
Rd To S. Grand Ave)
Show Hours: Fri, & Sat 10 - 6, Sun 10 - 5
Free admission * Free Parking * Retail *
Wholesale

decided to go on further here. That was scary! The road
took a sharp turn up a much like Moki Dugway only this
one was steeper, half the width, and it didn’t look like it
was maintained. Marty led the way and I followed with
my 2006, 2.4 L, 160 HP, Honda CR-V. I crawled up the
600 foot goat path wondering what the hell am I doing.

At the top, I was awarded two good chunks of petrified
wood. It never occurred to me that you could find
petrified wood on the top of a mesa. I’m glad I made the
trek, but I may need some good persuasion to do it again.

Day 2, Striped Mountain & Hanksville

We decided to follow William Kappele’s guide to Striped
Mountain, on the East end of the Henry Mountains, 20
miles South of Hanksville. The guide said there was
petrified wood and coprolites (petrified dino poop) around
the back of the large hill.

The dirt road to get to the mountain was very rough for
most of the 7.3 miles. We made it but I wouldn’t
recommend anyone to go it alone, especially without 4
wheel drive. There are numerous dried creek beds that tear
up roads and leave large rocks to watch out for.

Continued from page 1 – A week in Utah…

From the Top of Wingate Mesa

We came in the backside of the mountain. The only thing
worth keeping was an odd piece on a pristine wind swept
hill. I thought it must be what I thought it was. Actually,
it kind of looks like one of my own, except it is much,
much larger. The only way to prove it is coprolite is to
dissect it for bits of bones and undigested food fragments

or testing it for
excess of calcium
phosphate. I’m not
going to tear it
apart but I may be
able to test it for
phosphate.

When we got to the
the East side, we
found white poles

Striped Mountain (Front side)

– Continued on page 7
Dinosaur Coprolite, Toilet Paper?

Unnecessary
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clay of the Jurassic period. I found some petrified
dinosaur bone there once before even when I wasn’t really
rockhounding. So it was time to check it out again while
the others were busy collecting some of the color clays. I
was looking over a rock fall. There I found several
Caineville red agates and one
petrified softball sized, solid coral.

I can’t help stopping here when I
come by. The precious memories
of Ernest Shirley and what’s left of
his fantastic rock shop, still standing
in Hanksville; is just too powerful to
ignore. I learned much about
dinosaur bone from Ernest on many
late night phone calls. It takes a
keen eye and a lot of walking where
once dinosaurs owned the Earth.

Day 3, Hatt Ranch
& Woodside

Today’s site I chose the “Hatt
Ranch, Greasewood Draw, and the
Squeeze” area near the I-70 & St 24. I found an article
written back in 2014 on collecting “Grape Agate” on the
Hatt Ranch. It sounded like a good pick where we could
fill our bags. I planned to follow the author’s map, that
was the Hatt Ranch Road.

Two miles in we saw dozens of hunters dressed in orange
with shotguns and dogs. A little further we saw cages
filled with pheasants. To our surprise, we were right in
the middle of a pay for pheasant hunting farm!

Shotgun firing was to close for stopping for a little chat, so
we kept on. A few hundred yards ahead, the Hatt Ranch
road turned right leaving us with a rough dirt track.
Twenty more yards or so we came to a washed out broken
culvert. The owners probably weren’t interesting in
having rockhounds running over their land to get to the the
San Rafael Reef.

________________

We gave up on Hatt and headed to the “Woodside Area”.
This site was said, the washes and the hill slopes in this
area have yielded gem quality red and yellow variegated
jasper, red brown, and gray dinosaur bone, and red agate.
Woo-Hoo, let’s go!

Woodside was 15 miles North of I-70 on State highway 6
(to Salt Lake City) which was very busy on Friday
afternoon. Making our turn off on a near invisible dirt
road with cars and trucks right on our butts was a little
intense but once we were on the dirt road it was free
sailing except when we had to go under a railroad Bridge.

When it rains, dirt turns to mud in shallow places. Then
when big trucks come through they make a real rutted

across the band of
the hills that made
us think it may be
claimed so we
picked some orange
agate East of the
hills and the poles
for a while.

There were no
people in 20 miles
and no proper claim
notices so we decided to finish our search on the East side
of Striped Mountain. When we had mostly finished both
sides of this group of Jurassic hills with little success, we
decided to spend the rest of the day somewhere else.

At past noon we went back the way we came and turned
North on Lone Cedar Road until we saw a sign, Little
Egypt. What luck! Little Egypt was one of our other sites
we were considering (another Kappele guide). When we
got there, we realized it wasn’t the collecting site it was a
poor title. It was just the starting point for Kappele’s
directions to the collecting site. Little Egypt was just a
canyon filled with little reddish sandstone HooDoos. The
Kappele site was somewhere South where we just came
from. So, we were off to Hanksville.

About 4 miles West of Hanksville on St 24, is a turnoff
into a canyon surrounded by the red, white, and blue ash

Continued from page 6 – A week in Utah…

Marty in Little Egypt

Ernest Shirley always
liked to pose for a

picture with an artifact
or a dinosaur bone for

the vacationers.

– Continued on page 8

Where I Found My Coprolite

4 miles West of Hanksville on St 24, Picture by Linda
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Continued from page 7 – A week in Utah…

mess and that’s
what they left for
us. I think that
was the first time
I bottomed out a
couple spots
under the train
bridge. I was
thankful it was
only 50 yards
long under the
bridge.

It was only a little less than 4 miles in from the State Road
6 where collecting starts for 2 to 4 miles weaving through
the hills. Linda and Teresita quickly found a creek bed
that had some pretty jasper for collecting. Marty and I did
a lot of walking in the canyons. I was looking for
dinosaur bone, but no luck. Hunting for gem bone is not
very rewarding any more. If you find some, you are
blessed.

Day 4, Hatt Ranch-2 & Ruby Ranch

We found our mistake and decided to give it another try.
But before that, we stopped to check out the I-70 / St 24
crossroad. Nothing, another worthless rockhound guide.

Our yesterday’s mistake was we took the Hatts Ranch road
that had the sign that took us to the pheasant farm. This
time we took the Hatts Ranch BYP (By Pass) Road. It
didn’t have any sign at all but according to the map it was
heading straight west a mile and a half toward the San
Rafael Reef and North along the reef for about 8 miles
where it finally intersects with I-70.

According to the article, agate is found all along the San
Rafael Reef from just above the Goblin Valley State Park
to I-70.

I let Marty take the lead. About 5
½ miles in at 15 miles an hour, he
stopped and jumped out of his
truck. He saw these huge round
alabaster cauliflowers on the side
of the road. There was also some
in the road that had been
decapitated by a road grader. We
picked the best and dug them out
to take home.

Water leaching down the hill is apparently the source of
these growths. You have to remember salts were left this
part of Utah that was under an ocean some time before the
dinosaurs.

Alabaster is a name used for two different types of a
mineral. One is usually light-colored, translucent, and soft;

a stone that has been used throughout human history,
mainly for carving decorative artifacts. That is gypsum, a
hydrous sulfate of calcium, Mohs hardness 1.5 to 2 (what
we have). The other alabaster is calcite (carbonate of
calcium, Mohs hardness 3) a variety that is also known as
onyx-marble, Egyptian alabaster, or Oriental alabaster (not
what we have).

We weren’t seeing any agate yet. We had to get closer to
the reef. Less than a mile there it was. The reef is

basically a 75 mile crack
that collects rocks and some
are the Grape Agate we were
looking for. The road where
we came in passes by the
closest to the reef in one
place and that makes it the
easiest picking place. We
picked a bit some but not
any killers. Next time we
will have to hike a little further to get better material.

I met a young Utahn parked at the mouth of a canyon. He
was out with his dog by himself looking for some Indian
petroglyphs and just enjoying the day. I told him we were
rock collectors and can we get out going North to I-70. He
said it wasn’t any worse than the way we came in. So that
was the way.

Again Marty took
the lead. Mileage
wise, it was
almost the same.
Once again a
bridge was a
problem. Water
had washed out
part under the
I-70 Interstate
bridge. Marty

Alabaster Cauliflower

C Grade Grape Agate

Woodside Jasper

The San Rafael Reef , Marty & Linda

– Continued on page 9

I-70 Bridge, Made It Out
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had to slowly creep at a 20 degree tilt on the drivers side
and not slide into a huge bolder. Once again we made it
OK.
__________________

The Ruby Ranch 1 Canyon is my favorite site. We went
there last year and came out with the best material, Pigeon
Blood Agate, for

spend the rest of the day there. It also has been well

picked but it is a big canyon full of quartz chips scattered
all over everywhere. Some people think it was an Indian
arrowhead factory but I don’t buy it. It would take all the
Indians in Utah and Arizona to smash that much quartz.

cabochons and jewelry. We decided to

Continued from page 8 – A week in Utah…

Ruby Ranch 1 Canyon

Blood Agate Chips

Pigeon Blood Agate Cabochon

This material naturally fractures in irregular structures
probably due to their mixtures of iron that gives them its
colorful blood structures and you don’t see any crystalline
quartz.

After picking up a bag of chips, I hiked back to the
furthermost canyons to see where this agate ends. What I
really wanted to do though, was to spend some time
looking for petrified dinosaur bone. This canyon has a
reputation for finding gem bone.

Dinosaur bone is very rare. Just think, for every dinosaur
there was probably at least 10 thousand trees. That’s the
big ones that roamed in Utah. And now, even petrified
wood is getting a little hard to find. So, finding a piece of
dinosaur bone should be celebrated with champagne.

I was working
in one of the
furthest rocky
canyons, when
I bent over to
pick up an
agate. To my
surprise right
next to that
agate lie this
dinosaur bone.
You can’t
imagine the

feeling. It was as
if Earnest Shirley had guided me to it. He once told me
you won’t find petrified bone in a muddy River, gem bone
needs gravel.

I went back to show Marty what I found then we both
went back to look for some more. It didn’t take long for
Marty to find another one. What a great day.

Mine and Marty’s

– Continued on page 10

My Dinosaur Bone
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Day 5, Dubinkey Well, Spring Canyon, & Plus

The next three sites were located between Moab and the
Green River. We had a lode of rocks and didn’t need
anymore but we wanted to take a look at as many sites as
we could. The roads there were mostly dusty washboard
except for the last one near the Green River. The jaspers
were plenty but not great for jewelry. We found them on
the surface close to the road, easy to pick. As usual, it is
pick up whatever you think is fine, pick ‘em and sort ‘em
when you get home.

The first stop was to be Dubinkey Well or was it Dubinky
Wash. My map had both. I wasn’t exactly sure where we
were going. Marty took another way by his guide book. I

think it was off State
313 to the Big Mesa
Camping Area. This
area is for camping
and off road riding.
We found some
unusual pastel
lavender jasper lying
on exposed bedrock.

The next stop took us
on Spring Canyon Road where we found two different
colors of jasper, one red and the
other a little further yellow.

Rock field spots of jasper
seems to be all over this
area. It makes it hard to
name what you find here.

I read an article by a
rockhound named Mike
say, “James Mitchell in his
Gem Trails of Utah (2006)
recorded a number of
collecting localities near
Moab but I usually find
guidebook listings as a hit

or miss proposition and prefer to just explore the
countryside.”

I think he has point.
_____________________________

Continued from page 9 – A week in Utah…

Thanks to Linda for the photographs
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TIPS FROM A

JEWELER’S BENCH

Brad Smith brad@greenheart.com
[BenchTips]

TEMPLATES

Whenever I have to make more
than 2-3 exact copies of anything, I think of making a
template. A template lets me easily draw the shape of an
item. Art stores sell templates for common shapes like
circles, ovals, hearts, etc. Other sources would include
cooltools.us/ and kingsleynorth.com/

For nonstandard shapes,
it's easy to make your
own template. Simply cut
the shape out of sheet
plastic or thin sheet
metal. My preference is
brass. I carefully lay out
the shape using a steel
ruler, a set of dividers, a
scribe, and a fine center punch.

One example is the brass template in the pic above that let's
me quickly trace the design of ginko leaf earrings onto
silver sheet. Another is the nickel template which makes it
easy to drill a pattern of holes for pin inlay into wooden
handles.
-------------

DENTAL TOOLS

A ready source of free tools is your local dentist. Dental
picks can be reworked into wax tools or straightened and
sharpened to make a stylus or marking and layout. The
steel in these tools is high quality, and the handles are
designed for comfort.

A special note however - If you want to modify the shape
of the tool, don't try to just bend it with pliers. Working
this alloy of steel while it's cold will cause it to snap.
Changing its shape can only be done when it's hot. I work
it like a blacksmith. Prop your torch up on the bench so
that you can use both hands for the work. Have a hammer
and bench block ready. Heat the tip red hot, and hammer it
straight or bend it with pliers.

And don't forget to ask your dentist for some of the cutting
burs they throw out. These are useful for a variety of
things. It's best to call a week or two before your visit and
ask the dentist or hygienist to put some of these tools aside
for you. It's good practice also to ask that they run them
through the sterilizer for you. If that's not possible, pop
them in an oven at around 250 F

=========================================

See all Brad's jewelry books at
Amazon.com/author/BradfordSmith

"Bench Tips for Jewelry Making" and
"Broom Casting for Creative Jewelry"

are available on
___________

CFMS FIELD TRIP

Dear CFMS Societies & Clubs,

Please get the word out to your members about the Cady
Mountain Collecting Trip scheduled for November 5th,
2016. This information is also on the CFMS website, but
not in the federation newsletter. Thank you!

CFMS Cady Mountain Collecting Trip.

WHEN: Saturday November 5th at 8:00 am
WHERE: Cady Mountains
MEET: Basin Road exit of I-15 on the South Side for
orientation and sign in.
WHAT TO BRING: collecting bags/buckets, rock
hammer, digging equipment, safety glasses and spray
bottles, First Aid kits. Bring lunch. Plenty of water and a
camera, this widespread field offers no shade so use sun
screen and protect yourself.

This is the heart of the Mojave Desert and the weather can
be unpredictable at this time of year so dress accordingly.
This trip may be canceled at the last minute due to bad
weather, so please feel free to contact us the night before if
weather is questionable.

We will be collecting Agates and Jaspers.
From the meeting spot we will caravan for about 20
minutes to collecting site, we will be traveling thru a sandy
wash so 4X4 is a must. Gas and food are available in
Barstow.

Waiver of liability will be signed at the meeting spot.
If you would like to stay for the weekend, this general area
offers a wide variety of material so bring your rock
collecting guides.

Treat the desert with respect - tread lightly and pack it in /
pack it out.

For more info contact:

CFMS South Co-chairs:

Adam Dean: theagatehunter@verizon.net (909) 489-4899
Roy Isaac 1bionicdj@gmail.com (818) 633-3350

___________

Templates
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South Bay Lapidary & Mineral Society, Inc.
P.O. Box 1606
Torrance, California 90505

What Ya Been
Up to Lately?

Here is our Chris Curtin holding a piece of petrified wood he found in Palos Verdes for the
September - October Bulletin of The Southern California Paleontological Society.

THE BULLETIN OF THE SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA
PALEONTOLOGICAL SOCIETY

SEPT - OCT  2016  ▪VOL. 48 NOS. 9 & 10

Joe Cocke said if I cut and polish and
then soak in bleach, the wood will
lighten and the rings and grain will
become visible. This was a trick
showed to him by Wally Ford.
However, I saw also this process
described in one of the old Agatizers.
from Mary Sharp.


