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The award winning

“Skyler is an eclectic collection of Fossils, Wood, Art and more. He is turning our passion into Art all it's own,
a collaboration of Love from all perspectives.”

Somewhere in Wyoming
is a Fossil/Rock/Wood

collector guy.

Skyler Phelps

Sky.lab.bc@gmail.com

530 269 2403

(Pictures and connections were given me
by one of my good neighbors)
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OFFICERS FOR 2016
President Nancy Pekarek 310 257-8152 pekareks@hotmail.com
Vice President Mattia Corbo 310 328-2762 mattiacorbo@hotmail.com
Secretary Jamie Erickson 310 956-7467

excephtionalgreen@rocketmail.com
Treasurer Leslie Neff & 310 318-2170 lesneff@aol.com

Lynette Vandeveer 310 379-5852 lyndyla@aol.com
Fed Director Terry Vasseur 310 644-2029 wookman@dslextreme.com

STANDING COMMITTEE CHAIRFOLKS
Displays & Mary Sharp & 310 326-5939 solgo1@earthlink.net

Donates Kitty Lake 310 377-9882 joe-lake@msn.com
Education Leslie Neff 310 318-2170 lesneff@aol.com

Workshop
Editor Terry Vasseur 310 644-2029 wookman@dslextreme.com
Wally Ford Larry Hoskinson 310 318-2170 lesneff@aol.com

Scholarship Fund
Field Trip Craig Polliard 310-533-4931 craigpolliard@yahoo.com

Coordinators Chris Curtin 310-480-4378 gundodude26@aol.com
Getting-to- Craig Polliard 310-533-4931 craigpolliard@yahoo.com

know-you
Historian Gale Fussello 310 702-3633 fussello@yahoo.com
Hospitality Jim Erickson 310 640-6199 bmcjim@att.net
Membership Gale Fussello 310 702-3633 fussello@yahoo.com
Property Steve Pekarek 310 257-8152 pekareks@hotmail.com
Publicity Kathy Polliard 310 533-4931 kjpolliard@yahoo.com
Refreshment Al Richards 310 675-6606 al4bty25@att.net

Director
2016 Show Lynette Vandeveer & 310 379-5852 lyndyla@aol.com

Chairs Megan Fox 310 433-3230 allaboutme@gmail.com
Transportation

Manager

CLUB EXPERTS
Chris Curtin - Fossil Preparation
Burt Dobratz - Fused Glass
Larry Hoskinson - Opal Cutting
Peggy Hill - Lapidary & Beads
Ken Oullette - Cuttle Bone Casting & Silver Fabrication
Chris LeMaster - Tumbling
Craig Polliard - Lost Wax Casting, Jade Cove Collector
Toy Sato - Suiseki (Stone Appreciation)
Terry Vasseur - Silver Fabrication

MISSION STATEMENT
This society was formed to collect and study minerals; to teach lapidary arts,
to disseminate knowledge of mineralogy, lapidary work, and related
activities; to exhibit specimens for public education; and to exchange
information related to the earth sciences.
MONTHLY MEETINGS
Meetings are scheduled on the First Tuesday of the month, 6:30 p.m., in the
meeting room of the Torrance Public Library, 3301, Torrance Blvd.. Visitors
and guests are always welcomed at all club events.
MEMBERSHIP
Annual dues for a single member is $15 and $20 for a family payable by the
1st of the year. An annual 12 month subscription to the Agatizer comes with
membership. A subscription to the Agatizer alone is $20.
WEBSITE Webmaster Jamie Erickson
Southbaylapidaryandmineralsociety.com
PDF READER LINK
http://www.adobe.com/products/acrobat/readstep2.html
AGATIZER CIRCULATION
Dec 2015 - June 2016 97
SBL&MS TAX STATUS
The South Bay Lapidary & Mineral Society is a nonprofit
501 ( c ) 3 organization, Tax ID # 95-350730

Display & Donate and Refreshments

The Display & Donate Ken Ouellette, Kity Lake,
Mary Sharp, Nicholas Chan, Breanna Brown

Drinks: Francis MacArthur

Munches: Ken Ouellette & Ian Walker

Oct 4

October Anniversaries
Toy Sato Oct 17

October Birthdays

Edward Bonilla Oct 6
Doug Soden Oct 26
Lillian Kron Oct 27
Benjamin Hill Oct 31

SILENT AUCTION
Remember to bring (preferably) hobby related
items for the silent auction, collectable rocks
(rough or processed) & minerals, lapidary &
jewelry fabrication tools, books, etc. Be prepared
to set a minimum bid. Bid generously on items
you find that you want to take home, and most
important, HAVE FUN! Proceeds go to the
Torrance library as thanks for allowing us to hold
our meetings in their spacious and beautiful
meeting room.

Drinks:

Munches:

September Anniversaries

September Birthdays

Nov 1

Eugenia Dickson Sept 3
Eddie Bonilla Sept 7
Mattia Corbo Sept 9
Chris Lemaster Sept 10
Max Curtin Sept 11
Larry Hoskinson Sept 16
Jerry Hernandez Sept 18
Eileen Hill Sept 30

None
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I love this hobby and the
thousands of people who have
collected, mined, and cherish
the natural items they have
found on this Earth. It is
particularly exciting when you
can meet some of the top ten
collector/experts such as Bob
Jones - minerals, Walt Wright -
petrified wood, James Horste

and Jan Wittenberg - black light minerals, the late Ernest
Shirley - petrified dinosaur bone, and Lee & Karen Britton
- life long turquoise miners. I think I have just stumbled on
another, Skyler Phelps - Wyoming fossil collector, the
owner of the building on front page. Check him out on
line. He has museum quality for sale.

Email: pfisclyn@gmail.com

Website: http://www.facebook.com/skylerscollection

___________________

BLM Meeting

Teresita & I went to Barstow on Tuesday, August 30 for
the BLM meeting at the Hampton Inn next to the Barstow

outlet. Outside it was 1080 F; inside it was cordial. The
public was invited to participate and engage in your
interests, concerns, and what you want that you value in the
new Mojave Trails National Monument. The room was
filled with people with various interests but I counted
maybe only a dozen club rockhounders. There should have
been ten times that number.

I know, the old saying making government legislation is
like making sausage (or something like that) is boring and
that has been true for me the last eight years watching our
collecting rights nibbling away. It’s a matter of numbers.
If the off roaders and the environmentalists have 200 hands
up and we have 10, guess who wins. Well, maybe this time
we will win one, thanks to Dianne Feinstein’s suggestion
our relatively small and aging gem and mineral community
should be able to continue rock collecting in the Mojave
Trails National Monument.

From The Editor’s DeskFrom the President's Laptop

Dear Club Members &
Friends

Somehow for me September is
the beginning of the year; the
noticeably shorter days of
sunlight and the hint of
briskness in the afternoon
breeze signals that it is time to
get down to business. Down to
business we must go…

Thank you Toy for once again
sharing your lovely patio with us. It was good fun and we
are looking forward to sharing many more picnics.

We had a brief business meeting at the picnic…the big
news was the show chair position is going to be filled by
committee…Nancy Pekarek, Megan Fox, Lynette
Vandeveer and Leslie Neff. Nancy will be recruiting at the
October meeting to fill the show manager positions.

The Show Chairs present at the picnic met with Kathy
Polliard who is already hard at work on the publicity for
the show. Some of the publications we advertise in are
already accepting show information for the coming
calendar year. Kathy is interested in expanding our
advertising through banners on the corner of Torrance
Blvd. and Madrona. If you know of a company that has a
good product and great prices, please let Kathy or one of
the show chairs know.

At the October meeting we will be collecting dues;
membership is still the bargain price of $15.00 for a single
membership and $20.00 for a family. This earlier start to
collecting the dues is to support the members who are in-
charge of collecting the money and meeting CFMS
deadlines for paperwork.

November will be the Silent Auction meeting. Rock
related items are preferred but some fun “white elephants”
in excellent shape are appreciated.

Sometime this Fall we will be collecting money for the
Installation Dinner in January…Yikes! We haven’t even
talked about that!

Oh. Yeah. And we may need to fill a couple of board
positions….

________________

Nancy Pekarek

– Continued on page 4– Continued on page 4

I have inserted the duties of the Federation
Director (taken from the CFMS website) just in

case someone is curious or may be thinking about
taking the job some day.

- - FEDERATION DIRECTORS’ DUTIES - -
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We were one’s of the first in there to receive a warm
reception from the BLM officers. When they found I was
representing a rock collecting club, they immediately
hinted we were going to be able to collect rocks in some of
the Cady Mountains. I can’t exactly recall their wordings
but I remember I was quite surprised.

It sounds like we are going to be able to rockhound in the
Mojave Trails National Monument with two exemptions,
Afton Canyon and the Marble Mountain Trilobite
Wilderness. There is something special about Afton
Canyon. I understand the railroad doesn't want us there for
one. The Mojave river flows through it, mostly under
ground. Where it comes up in the desert, comes sparse
wildlife. Some people think the trilobites in the Marble
Mountains are something special too. Others, say they are
casts of trilobites and therefor not fossils.

I asked about the new maps that show the roads we can
use. Zachary Pratt, PHD gave me his card and promised he
will send me the maps as soon as they are done.

The primary purpose of this meeting was: the BLM wants
to know how the public wants this new National
Monument to be managed. To get this information they
asked everyone there to answer a six page questionnaire.

Some of the Questions

What does the Monument mean to You? What do you
hope to experience in the Monument?

Are there places in the Monument that are special to you?
Where are they and what makes them special for you?

What vegetations, wildlife, prehistoric landmarks, need
protection?

Are there paleontological resources worthy special
management?

What recreation and travel management should be allowed
in the Monument?
________________

San Gabriel Mountain’s National Monument

Here we go again. Now we have until October 15 to
submit our rock collecting sites again that we want in the
new San Gabriel Mountain’s National Monument
Management Plan! It was only last year or so that we were
asked by the Barstow BLM for our collecting sites we
wanted open in the entire Mojave desert. The BLM was
going to do one of their periodic reviews of their part of
desert they were in charge of managing. I sent a list of
every collecting site we have been in collecting the Mojave
desert and never heard a thing from them after that.

Continued from page 3 – BLM Meeting

– Continued on page 7

You, either through appointment or election, have been
chosen by your Society to represent them at all Federation
Meetings and, as such, YOU have a direct responsibility to
both the Federation and to your Society to take an active
interest in all Federation activities; to carefully study all
reports received and to present, to your Society
membership, information regarding programs, projects,
seminars, workshops and the progress of the Federation.

The active interest which any Society shows in the
operation and advancement of the Federation may be
traced directly to the amount and quality of interest and
participation demonstrated by YOU, their Federation
Director. Make your term of service an active and fulfilling
one and you will promote better understanding between
your Society and your Federation. Help your Club to
understand that not the Executive Committee but the
Member Societies make up the Federation. Make your
Club aware of the various services available to them.

EXCERPT FROM CFMS BYLAWS
ARTICLE V - Board of Directors:

Section 1: The Board of Directors shall consist of the
President, Two Vice Presidents, the Secretary and
the Treasurer as ex-officio members, and one
Director from each Member Society.

Section 2: (a) Each Member Society shall designate one
Federation Director. A person may be for
more than one Member Society at the same
time and as such is entitled to vote for each
Society.

(b) A Society with notice to the Federation
Secretary, may designate an alternate or
acting Director who may vote in place of the
Director when the latter is absent from the
meeting, or when the Director so requests.

Section 3: The Board of Directors shall conduct the
business of the Federation. Any activity, to have
the sanction of the Federation, must be approved
by the Board of Directors.

DUTIES OF A FEDERATION DIRECTOR

BEFORE THE FEDERATION BOARD OF
DIRECTORS' MEETING:

1. Read the agenda and discuss, with your Society
Board of Directors, the business to come before the
Meeting so that you can be instructed as to their
wishes.

2. Read the Minutes of the previous meeting.

Continued from page 3 – Federation Directors’ Duties

– Continued on page 6
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ON THE

ROCKs with TV

Tips–Ideas–Questions &
Answers, on Anything
Relating to the Hobby
(submissions welcomed)

Should Agates Be Classified as Sedimentary Rocks?

In the August Agatizer, I listed the speakers and their
topics at the 2016 Agate Expo Symposium in Cederburg,
Wisconsin. One of those speakers, Kevin Ponzio, had his
topic titled “Sedimentary Agates of Wisconsin”. It caught
my eye; sedimentary agates? I wanted to find out where
that came from but I couldn’t find a copy of Kevin’s
presentation.

I did come across a Mindat Messageboard that was titled
the same heading I used in this column. The posts in the
messageboard were dated in 2013, mostly negative on the
idea of some agates could be sedimentary. Apparently,
some kind of textbook, whose only sentence on agate says
“some chert, known as agates, precipitates in concentric
rings..” It is possible it came from an old textbook that is
obsolete. Chert and agate are truly different things.

Definition of Chert
By Andrew Alden, Geology Expert

Chert is a sedimentary rock composed mostly of the
mineral chalcedony cryptocrystalline silica, or quartz in
crystals of submicroscopic size.

Chert can form in parts of the deep sea where the tiny
shells of siliceous organisms are concentrated, or
elsewhere where underground fluids replace sediments
with silica. Chert nodules also occur in limestones.

Chert may have a high clay content and have a look at first
glance like shale, but its greater hardness gives it away, 7
mohs. Other features in chert is its clean conchoidal
fracture, waxy luster, and its earthy appearance of clay to
give it the look of broken dark chocolate.

Chert grades into siliceous shale or siliceous mudstone and

This is a great specimen of
chert that looks like agate. It
was given to me by the late
Ernest Shirley - petrified
dinosaur bone collector in
Hanksville, Utah

The Bulletin Board

NEXT MEETING: October 4, 6:30pm

BOARD MEETING:

PROGRAM: Hot Meteorites by Alan Rubin
from UCLA

FIELD TRIPS: See page

FEEDBACK
Letters to the Editor

See John Martin’s explanation of what he has been trying to
do with the BLM in italics on ‘Mojave Monuments’.

chert is a more inclusive term than flint or jasper, two other
cryptocrystalline silica rocks.

And finally, don’t try to make an agate like cabochon with
chert like the one in the picture on the left. When I tried
grinding on a similar looking piece, the beautiful lines just
disappeared.

____________________

New 30 Ton Meteorite Unearthed

One of the world's largest
meteorites ever found, weighing
more than 30 tons of nickel iron,
was unearthed in northern
Argentina in the "Campo del
Cielo". It’s name is Gancedo.

Scientists believe that a rain of
large, metallic meteors fell in the
region some 4,000 years ago. The
crater field covers an area of 3 by
18.5 kilometers and contains at
least 26 craters. The craters and the
area around contain numerous
fragments of iron meteorite. The
total weight of the pieces so far

recovered exceeds 100 tonnes, making the meteorite the
heaviest one ever recovered on Earth.

The largest mass of 37 tonnes was located in 1969 at a depth
of 5 meters using a metal detector. That stone was named El
Chaco.

There are lots of Campo del Cielo fragments for sale for
collectors. The meteorite pieces are protected by Argentine
law but people come there at night, working with shovels and
metal detectors. What is found, finds its way for sale.

________________
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2016 Show Calendar

 MOJAVE MINERALOGICAL SOCIETY
October 1 - 2: BORON, CA
Boron Recreation Park
26998 John Street
Hours: Sat 9 - 5; Sun 9 - 4
Contact: Bruce Davies, (760) 338-8829
Email: daviesb@yahoo.com

 VISTA GEM & MINERAL SOCIETY
October 1 - 2: VISTA, CA
Antique Gas & Steam Engine Museum
2040 North Santa Fe Avenue
Hours: Sat 10 - 5; Sun 10 - 4
Contact: Ray Pearce, (760) 726-7570
Email: raysrocks@cox.net

 SEARLES LAKE GEM & MINERAL SOCIETY
October 8 - 9: TRONA, CA
SLGM Show Building
13337 Main Street
Hours: Sat 7 - 5; Sun 7 - 4
Jim and Bonnie Fairchild, (760) 372-5356
Email: slgms@iwvisp.com
Website: www1.iwvisp.com/tronagemclub

 FALLBROOK GEM & MINERAL SOCIETY
October 9: FALLBROOK, CA
Fallbrook Gem & Mineral Building
123 West Alvarado Street
Hours: 9 - 4
Contact: Janice Bricker, (760) 728-1130
Email: fgms@sbcglobal.net
Website: www.fgms.org

 WOODLAND HILLS ROCK CHIPPERS
October 15: WEST HILLS, CA
First United Methodist Church
22700 Sherman Way
Hours: 10 - 5
Contact: Mary Beth Pio, (818) 349-9164
Email: info@rockchippers.org
Website: www.rockchippers.org

 WHITTIER GEM & MINERAL SOCIETY
October 15 - 16: WHITTIER, CA
Whittier Community Center
7630 Washington Avenue
Hours: 10 - 5 daily
Contact: Frank Winn, (626) 239-5457
Email: rkhndfw@gmail.com

3. Find out if your Society wants any new business
presented at the meeting.

4. Determine your Society's preference regarding new
officers.

5. Read all reports mailed to you or included in the
CFMS NEWSLETTER and take them with you to the
meeting.

FEDERATION DIRECTORS' DUTIES (Continued)

AT THE MEETING:

1. Read all the additional reports contained in your
packet (given you when you register) and any that
may be distributed afterwards.

2. A HANDY HINT: The reports are numbered
according to the number sequence shown on the
agenda. (This makes it easier to find when needed.)
3. Don't be afraid to enter the discussions. These
meetings are for the interchange of ideas. Yours are as
important as any others. Don't forget, YOU are part of
the Federation.

4. If you don't understand the topic discussed or the
motion on the floor, feel free to ask for clarification.
Don't vote on anything you don't understand.

5. Come prepared to make suggestions for the good of
the Federation.

AFTER THE MEETING:

1. Distribute the printed material to the proper Club
officers and chairpersons. Keep a record of the
persons who receive the material, and, if you keep a
permanent Federation file or portfolio, ask them to
return the material to you for filing, or make copies.

2. READ your copy of the Minutes and see that your
Society President has the opportunity to read them
also.

3. Furnish each of your Club officers and chairpersons
with names and addresses of Federation officers and
chairpersons to write for programs, or for information
that may be needed. Dues, insurance, pins, decals and
manuals are handled the ExecutiveSecretary/Treasurer
of the Federation.

4. Work with your Society Secretary to see that all
forms requested by the Federation are completed and
returned to the proper Federation officer or
chairperson on time.

5. Make certain that the Society Secretary fills out and
mails the form for new officers of your Society,

Continued from page 4 – Federation Directors’ Duties

– Continued on page 7
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promptly after election to the Executive
Secretary/Treasurer of the Federation.

6. Keep a separate file of all Minutes of the Federation
Board of Directors' Meetings, Operating Regulations,
Bylaws and Amendments, to pass along to your
successor.

7. Urge your Society's Program Chairperson, Field Trip
Director and Bulletin Editor to keep files on Federation
materials pertinent to their position so it can be passed on to
their successors.

8. Encourage your Club Members to attend Federation
sponsored seminars, workshops, shows and other
activities since they are put on for the clubs and are
beneficial as a means of obtaining new ideas, methods of
doing things and creating more interest in our wonderful
hobby.

______________________

Continued from page 6 – Federation Directors’ Duties

Continued from page 4 – San Gabriel Mts. Monument

I opened my mouth and expressed my
confusion, can’t we organize these
things better, rather than asking the
same things over and over again?
That got me a, why don’t you do it? I
deserved that. I didn’t mean to
criticize anyone and I don’t want to
jump into something I don’t fully
understand.

John Martin, our current CFMS
president and head of the PUBLIC
LANDS ADVISORY COMMITTEE, sent me an E-mail
to explain what is happening and some of his
exasperation's. Currently the Draft Plan for the San
Gabriel’s is ‘a blanket prohibition of surface-disturbing
activities’ and we need to moderate that somehow. My
beef was on asking us for the same collecting areas every
time something comes up from the BLM and why don’t
we keep a list we can see so we aren’t having sending
duplicate collecting sites.

John pointed out what he had done about it and his
disappointments. I created an email address where items
of information could collected in a central location
canatmonuments@amlands.org and the information could
be reviewed and collated and made into a formal
presentation for the BLM. We also obtained a National
Monuments mail box at 2010 W Avenue K, #528
Lancaster, CA 93536 where paper information can be
sent to be used as a central collecting spot. The email and

mail box were both established around 5-21-2015 when
we had the big BLM meeting in Barstow. We sent the
information out via email and even on LA Rocks and was
put in the ALAA and CFMS Newsletters and even on the
ALAA Website plus a lot of personal emails. To date we
have not received one email or piece of mail at the mail
box. Wow! That is shocking. We have at least 15 clubs
close to the Mojave Desert and it seems no one is taking a
little time to let the BLM know that we want to be able to
keep collecting rocks in the Mojave.

(Another piece of interest) When data, information is sent
to the BLM not during a formal public comment period,
the BLM does not have to consider it or make the
information public as part of the official record. They may
or may not act upon it and their decision does not have to
include from where their data came. Comments made
during the public comment period are required to become
part of the official record and have to be considered in
their decision making process.

The San Gabriel Mountain’s are not very familiar by rock
collectors except for a couple of locations; ruby corundum
& lapis in Cascade Canyon and actinolite and rhodonite
around Wrightwood. Some of the actinolite collecting
sites are outside the Monument. Collecting ruby
corundum at the foot of the steep north slope of the south
fork of Cascade Canyon should be allowed but climbing
up to the source of the corundum and lapis is already
taboo.

Collecting in the San Gabriel Mountain’s has potential,
mostly minerals; rhodonite, tremolite, albite, amphibole,
serpentine, chlorite, garnite, epidote, ilmenite, zircon,
diopside, forsterite, phlogopite, pyrite, pyrrhotite, and
small amounts of a zeolites. One place I’ve been wanting
to go to is the Pacoima Canyon pegmatites to collect
zircon crystals and we shouldn’t forget gold panning in the
East Fork of the San Gabriel River.

Now what is needed to send to the BLM is the collecting
rocks & minerals and their locations before October 15:

1) Identify specific collecting areas located within the San
Gabriel Mountain’s National Monument -- please provide
info styled in the manner in the attached in letter

2) Name of area

3) Short descriptions of the area, especially if it has been
significant to rockhounds historically

4) Materials found at the site

5) GPS or lat/long coordinates of the area and directions,
landmarks, roadmarks for getting to it (we need to keep
travelways open).

Let’s hope us rockhounders will step up and do what is
right this time.

__________________

Confusion!
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TIPS FROM A

JEWELER’S BENCH

Brad Smith brad@greenheart.com
[BenchTips]

RAISING A CABOCHON

When a cabochon sits too low in a bezel, the bezel hides a
lot of the stone. The solution is to either sand down the
bezel height or boost up the stone. If you're going to raise it
up, question is what is the best material to use?

I was taught to use fine sawdust but now think that might
be a problem when used in rings. I reason that rings will
frequently get wet, which
would cause the sawdust
to swell in size and push
the stone against the
bezel. Then when the
sawdust dries out, the
stone would be a little
loose.

In any case, I now prefer pieces of plastic sheet to boost up
my stones. Pieces are readily available from product
packaging or from old credit cards. I just cut a piece to
loosely fit the bezel and drop in the stone (with some
dental floss) to check it's height.
-------------

TRANSPARENT CAB

When bezel setting a transparent cabochon in silver, I
usually cut out the back of the bezel to allow background
light to show off the colors and patterns in the stone. If this
is not possible or appropriate, I worry that the silver bezel
will tarnish under the stone and will ruin its brilliance.
What to do?

My solution is one extra step before setting the stone. I
place a piece of thin silver Mylar plastic under the stone to
act as a mirror that will never tarnish. Mylar is readily
available in craft and gift wrap stores, or in a pinch from a
party balloon supplier. You may even want to experiment
with using colored or patterned Mylar (i.e. diffraction
pattern) under some stones.

=========================================

See all Brad's jewelry books at
Amazon.com/author/BradfordSmith

"Bench Tips for Jewelry Making" and
"Broom Casting for Creative Jewelry"

are available on
___________

FIELD TRIP REPORT

AUGUST FIELD TRIP
by Chris Curtin Field Trip Chair

On August 16, we had 11 people meet at the Los Angeles
County Natural History Museum for an extraordinary tour
of some of the back rooms in the Mineral Sciences wing.
Attending were Leslie Neff, Peggy Hill, Chris Curtin,
Cathe Erickson, Jamie Erickson & her friend Daniel,
soon to be member Bob Carr and Carol Kron with her
daughters, Ashley and Lillian and her nephew, Campion.

Aaron Celestian, Ph.D., Associate Curator, first took us to
a lab where minerals were being identified and cataloged.
He then showed us an area that they will use in the near
future to expand the mineral displays. Then for the
unbelievable part, Dr.
Celestian took us to an
alarmed room with reinforced
walls and ceiling and 2 safes.
He opened both safes and
started off by passing around
a gold nugget that had to
weigh 7 or 8 lbs. Next was a
piece of crystalline gold
which was showed but not
passed around, in order to
protect its delicate structure.
He then showed a pearl necklace worth 1.3 million dollars,
which formerly belonged to European royalty. From the

safe he showed several
more items, including
opals and tourmaline.
Besides the items in
the safes, the shelves
and floor in the secure
room were lined with
the most beautiful
specimens you can
imagine.

We then left Dr. Celestian and toured the public gem and
mineral displays on our own. After that, we went to see the
temporary special exhibition Pterosaurs, the flying reptiles
which lived at the time of the dinosaurs. This special
exhibit was exceptional in its size, scope and detail.
Very impressive.

It was then time to scurry out of downtown L.A. to beat the
workday traffic home. Many thanks to Leslie for her hard
work in arranging the trip.

__________________

The 7 or 8 lbs of Natural Gold

Opal on Wood
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- - -The August Presentation - - -

Delft Clay Casting

By Brad Smith

Delft casting is simply a
different name for sand
casting. The sand has been
mixed with an oil, allowing it
to keep it’s shape, much like a
dough.

More correctly, the sand is a
special clay called bentonite.
Bentonite is an absorbent
aluminum phyllosilicate clay
consisting mostly of
montmorillonite [ mont-muh-ril-uh-nahyt ].

(Montmorillonite is a very soft phyllosilicate group of
minerals that typically form as microscopic crystals, known
as clay. It is named after Montmorillon in France.)

Bentonite was named by Wilbur C. Knight in 1898 after
the Cretaceous Benton Shale near Rock River, Wyoming.
The different types of bentonite are each named after the
respective dominant element, such as potassium (K),
sodium (Na), calcium (Ca), and aluminum (Al). The exact
recipe of Delft Casting Clay is a likely a trade secret.

Brad has been teaching casting with Delft for some time.
He finds Delft is cheaper and quicker to cast small objects
and it can make remarkably sharp casts plus the Delft Clay
is reusable.

The gist of Delft
casting is two halves
of a container packed
with clay, each pressed
a void of half of the
object to cast.

Unlike vacuum or spin
casting, Delft Clay
casting requires a
somewhat larger sprue
because the pour
depends exclusively
on gravity to fill the
cast void. Also, a
shaft or two may be

needed to allow air escape the cast during the pour.

Pluses and minuses with Delft Clay Casting:

Plus - Simple process, castings made quickly, & cheap!
Plus - Ability to cast small parts is great
Minus - If your shape has sharp angles, creating ridges in

the casting sand, you'll get small bubbles in the cast
Minus - Casting has issues with shrinkage

____________________________

October 29, 2016 FIELD TRIP
AGATE VALLEY, PALMDALE

WEATHER & ROAD CONDITIONS PERMITTING

THIS TRIP WILL BE FOR CFMS MEMBERS ONLY.
Meet at 8:00 AM on Oct. 29, at McDonald's in Acton at
the Crown Valley exit on the north side of the 14 Freeway.
Come early if you wish and have breakfast. From here we
will caravan to Agate Valley.

We will be collecting botryoidal/bubbly agate and agate
nodules. This time of year be prepared for bad of weather.

Rattlesnakes should be hibernating, but be careful anyway,
global warming and may mess up their sleep patterns. Also
be aware of scorpions and black widow spiders. Bring a
collecting bag and a spray bottle. A rock hammer is often
very helpful too. Bring lunch and water. No toilet
facilities except the great outdoors. Wear long pants and
sturdy shoes.

DIRECTIONS: Take the 405 Freeway north to the 5
Freeway. Go north on it to the 14 Freeway and go north.
From here drive about 24 miles to Crown Valley Rd. and
exit. At the bottom of the off ramp turn left and go under
the freeway. McDonald's will be on your right. From here
we will caravan to the site.

If you plan on going, you must let me know ahead of time.

A field trip "Waiver of Liability" form will need to be
signed by each participant on the day of the trip.

From: Chris Curtin, Field trip Co-Chair, 310-480-4378
________________________

Brad Smith

Where Do We Stand As A Rock Club?

Los Angeles County Membership
Searchers Gem & Mineral 147
Pasadena Lapidary 105
Mineralogical Society of S. Cal 89
Antelope Valley Gem & Mineral 59
Sierra Pelona Rock 56
American Opal Society 52
Delvers Gem & Mineral 46
South Bay Lapidary & Mineral 46
Del Air Rock Hounds 45
Palmdale Gem & Mineral 42
Whittier Gem & Mineral 42
Culver City Rock & Mineral 40
Woodland Hills Rock Chippers 40
Monrovia Rockhounds 39
Glendora Gems 30
Long Beach Mineral & Gem 30
Palos Verdes Gem & Mineral 21
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What Ya Been
Up to Lately?

who had those characteristics that we are in need of now.
They are the reliable but limited in what they can do.

Why do people join in rock clubs? I don’t know. I joined
one when I was 42 because I finally had some free time. I
had collected rocks when I was a kid, and I was interested
in tramping in the desert. What really got me in was a
neighbor who showed me some silver rings he had made in
a rock club,…cool!

For new members to stay in any kind of a club, they need
to be active in some way or another and they need to find
out rather quickly what’s in it for me! New members in a
rock club can easily go to rock club shows and field trips to
start a rock collection but eventually that alone doesn’t
satisfy very long (except maybe collecting minerals). The
next step has to be cutting and polishing stones. Learning
how to do that is not hard. The hard part is finding a way
that they can learn on the machines required.

Even cutting and polishing stones with nothing to do with
them, can eventually become boring. The solution has to
be silver fabrication and casting, that is; creating jewelry by
combining gemstones together with precious metals.
Silversmithing is an ideal hobby for rockhounds. It can
keep your interest learning new skills, turning infinite
designs into beautiful wearing pieces, and maybe even
putting a little cash in your wallet.

Our annual club picnic was held on
August 27. It’s always a pleasant
social get together in Toy Sato’s
back yard where we have lunch
together and usually, a freely
ample of interesting broad topics

to discuss about.

This year we had the lowest participation in many years.
That brought up the single most topic that was; there seems
to be a decline in our club’s members after several years of
positive growth. One of the signs of trouble is when it
comes time to figure out who is willing to replace a
position of one of our officers who have had a position for
several years. In healthy clubs, there are volunteers.

We need to step up our search for new members and not
just El Camino College students. We love to have them,
specially for our shows but we have to understand that they
have their important education ahead of them and a job.
The kind of members we really need are people in midlife,
settled down, kids on their way, and finely time for
themselves. These are the ones where you can find with
interest, stamina, and potential leadership. Right now we
have an imbalance of mostly retirees. Those are the ones


