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South Bay Lapidary & Mineral Society, Inc.
P.O. Box 1606 Torrance, Ca. 90505

Pacific Ocean

SOCIETY

Affiliated with The California Federation of
Mineralogical Societies and The American
Federation of Mineralogical Societies

Here we have an opportunity for YOU
a South Bay member to leave
something you collected related to the
hobby. That is minerals, rocks, fossils,
mine ores, and even items like spikes
from old mines. I want the name of
the items and were it came from if
possible and of course YOUR NAME.
Cutting and polishing stones should be
the foremost craft that members
involve in when you are in a Lapidary
& Mineral club. And really, every
member who has been here more then
in a year or two should have had some
experience. I guess if not, we (the
long timers) haven’t done our job.
By February it is going to be the end
of receiving donations. When the
2018 show is over in March it will go
back to the shed with the other cases.
If anyone wants to donate a piece
belonging by a member that has past
away, I would accept.
________________
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- - - Members Donated as of November - - Terry Vasseur, Leslie & Larry, Frances McArthur, Nancy & Steve Pekarek,
Chris Curtin, Mary & De Sharp, and Chris Lemaster
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South Bay Lapidary & Mineral Society
OFFICERS FOR 2017
President
Nancy Pekarek
Vice President Steve Karno
Secretary
Jamie Erickson
Treasurer
Fed Director

310 257-8152 pekareks@hotmail.com
310 251-5323 srkarno@gmail.com
310 956-7467
excephtionalgreen@rocketmail.com
Leslie Neff &
310 318-2170 lesneff@aol.com
Lynette Vandeveer 310 379-5852 lyndyla@aol.com
Terry Vasseur 310 644-2029 wookman67@gmail.com

STANDING COMMITTEE CHAIRFOLKS
Displays &
Mary Sharp &
310 326-5939 solgo1@earthlink.net
Donates
Kitty Lake
310 377-9882 joe-lake@msn.com
Education
Leslie Neff
310 318-2170 lesneff@aol.com
Workshop
Editor
Terry Vasseur
310 644-2029 wookman67@gmail.com
Wally Ford
Larry Hoskinson 310 318-2170 lesneff@aol.com
Scholarship Fund
Field Trip
Coordinators
Getting-toCraig Polliard
310-533-4931 craigpolliard@yahoo.com
know-you
Historian
Gale Fussello
310 702-3633 fussello@yahoo.com
Hospitality
Jim Erickson
310 640-6199 bmcjim@att.net
Membership
Gale Fussello
310 702-3633 fussello@yahoo.com
Property
Steve Pekarek
310 257-8152 pekareks@hotmail.com
Publicity
Kathy Polliard
310 5 33-4931 kjpolliard@yahoo.com
Refreshment
Al Richards
310 675-6606 al4bty25@att.net
2017 Show Lead Nancy Pekarek 310 257-8152 pekareks@hotmail.com
Show Chairs Megan Fox
310 433-3230 allaboutme@gmail.com
Leslie Neff
310 318-2170 lesneff@aol.com
Lynette Vandeveer 310 379-5852 lyndyla@aol.com
CLUB EXPERTS
Chris Curtin - Fossil Preparation
Burt Dobratz - Fused Glass
Larry Hoskinson - Opal Cutting
Peggy Hill - Lapidary & Beads
Frances McArthur - Rock & Wire Talismans
Ken Oullette - Cuttle Bone Casting & Silver Fabrication
Chris LeMaster - Tumbling
Craig Polliard - Lost Wax Casting, Jade Cove Collector
Toy Sato - Suiseki (Stone Appreciation)
Terry Vasseur - Silver Fabrication
Teresita Vasseur - Pearl Stringing
Lynette Vandeveer - Wirewrap Jewelry
MISSION STATEMENT
This society was formed to collect and study minerals; to teach lapidary arts,
to disseminate knowledge of mineralogy, lapidary work, and related
activities; to exhibit specimens for public education; and to exchange
information related to the earth sciences.
MONTHLY MEETINGS
Meetings are scheduled on the First Tuesday of the month, 6:30 p.m., in the
meeting room of the Torrance Public Library, 3301, Torrance Blvd.. Visitors
and guests are always welcomed at all club events.
MEMBERSHIP
Annual dues for a single member is $15 and $20 for a family payable by the
1st of the year. An annual 12 month subscription to the Agatizer comes with
membership. A subscription to the Agatizer alone is $20.
WEBSITE Webmaster Jamie Erickson
Southbaylapidaryandmineralsociety.com
PDF READER LINK
http://www.adobe.com/products/acrobat/readstep2.html
AGATIZER CIRCULATION
Dec 2016 90 - June 2017 95
SBL&MS TAX STATUS
The South Bay Lapidary & Mineral Society is a nonprofit
501 ( c ) 3 organization, Tax ID # 95-350730
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December 5, 2017
Display & Donate Steve Karno & Carol Kron
Drinks: Carol Kron
This December meeting the club officers have
decided to try a little something different. In the
joy of the holiday season, all members are
allowed to bring a "finger food potluck" to share
with your member friends. Whatever a "finger
food potluck" is; go ahead and do it! Don’t be an
Ebenezer Scrooge be a Tiny Tim.
[ If this doesn’t make sense call anyone but me – TV ]

Better be good
Better not cry
Polish that rock
Or I’ll poke you in your eye
– Bad Santa

Dec 2017, Vol. LXII No. 11

South Bay Lapidary & Mineral Society

From The Editor’s Desk

- - - FEDERATION DIRECTOR - - -

Beware vendors, the thieves
are out to get you!

The annual business meeting and banquet was held at the
Hotel Wyndham (formerly the Holiday Inn) in Visalia,
California. Visalia is 200 miles North of Los Angles just
off State 99. The California Federation of Mineralogical
Societies (The CFMS) selected Visalia for their Fall
business meeting many years ago. The choice was made
for Visalia for its central location in the huge state of
California.

Thieves Steal from Montana
Vendors after Oregon Gem
Show
Oct 24, 2017
HILLSBORO, Ore. (AP) —
Authorities say someone stole
more than $300,000 worth of Montana Yogo sapphires
from two vendors who collected them over 40 years of
their lives. They attended at the Portland Regional Gem &
Mineral Show. Hillsboro police Lt. Henry Reimann said
Tuesday that Randy and Katie Gneiting of Columbus,
Montana, reported the theft Oct. 15. It happened after they
left the show at the Washington County Fairgrounds and
grabbed a bite to eat at a McDonald's in Hillsboro.

We checked in our room on the first floor of the second
building on the north side, close to one of the business
suites Bural & Pat LaRue always have (Bural a former
CFMS President and Pat current our CFMS newsletter &
Treasurer). The CFMS officers normally gather together
there on Friday afternoon for a short check of the business
they will present in the morning.
After a short nap, we set out to have dinner. We met
several Federation Directors and CFMS Officers &
Committees we new. Most of the chatter was about their
clubs and how few new members were joining. I hadn't
heard that much kind of talk before but I wasn't surprised.

Reimann says the couple sat at a window so they could
watch their Ford Expedition. But they missed the thieves
who acted quickly. Reimann says it's apparent they knew
exactly what they wanted and where to find it.
__________

The Cracker Barrel
The Cracker Barrel is a usual get together of old friends
and meet the new people. Just about anything can happen;
music, Texas line dancing, or just about any topic the
members want to talk about. This year the CFMS settled
for a silent auction. The bids were generous except one, a
large petrified wood stump donated by Nancy Bird. She
ended up with having to take the thing back home.

California’s Dinosaur Becomes Reality
Augustynolo
phus morrisi
(au-gus-tineo-LOAF-us
MORE-issee) roamed
what is now
central
California
approximat
ely 66
million years
ago during
the Maastrichtian Age, making it a contemporary of wellknown dinosaurs such as Tyrannosaurus and Triceratops.
Augustynolophus belongs to a family of dinosaurs known
scientifically as Hadrosauridae and informally as "duckbilled dinosaurs." About 30 feet in length,
Augustynolophus was an herbivore. Its fossils were first
unearthed in 1939 in the Moreno Formation of Fresno
County and have only been found in California. Its the
most complete dinosaur to be found in the state.
Augustynolophus morrisi became California's official state
dinosaur in 2017.
__________________

[ By the way, remember in the October Agatizer where
Nancy Bird was helping Helga and Werner’s yard sale.
Well, she thought she could sell some of her stuff while
helping the Wageners but she was bit by Helga. We got a
chuckle about that! ]
Our table had a couple school teachers I hadn’t seen
before. I think they were from Reno. They were boasting
how they were planting seeds for the future. I find nothing
wrong with that but children are not going to save the
current creeping catastrophe over our clubs. It would take
at least 30 years or more for a child to be old enough to
volunteer an officer or a committee chair.
Since Wyndham took over the hotel no drinks or treats that
are not provided by Wyndham allowed. One guy at our
table smartly brought in a cocktail. I assume it was a
Wyndham Hotel Cocktail. Anyway, he seemed more
talkative than most of us.
The CFMS Fall Business Meeting
The morning begins at 7:45 for the New Director’s
Orientation (how to properly follow the Robert’s Rules of

– Continued on page 6
The Agatizer
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South Bay Lapidary and Mineral Society
General Meeting Minutes of 11-7-17
The meeting was called to order by President, Nancy Pekarek at 6:45 pm followed by the Pledge of
Allegiance.
Secretary - Secretary Jamie Erickson was absent. Gale Fussello filled in for the evening.
A motion to approve the minutes as printed in last month’s Agatizer was made by Lynette Vandeveer,
it was seconded and approved by members.
Treasurers - Lynette Vandeveer / Leslie Neff - The report is on the table for members.
Federation Director - Terry Vasseur is going to Visalia this weekend for the annual meeting.
Agatizer - Terry placed to extra copies of this month’s Agatizer on the table.
Nominating Committee -President Pekarek introduced Leslie Neff, chairman of the nominating committee. She read the slate
as below. Members voted to accept slate. The following is our 2018 Executive Board:
Gale Fussello - President
Steve Karno - Vice President
Jaime Erickson - Secretary
Eugenia Dickson - Treasurer
Federation Director - Terry Vasseur
Agatizer Publisher - Terry Vasseur.
Show Business - Transportation - President Nancy Pekarek reported that we need someone to accept the job of Transportation Station
Manager. Chris Lemaster has volunteered to drive the truck, but he will need to ask for time off from work. President Pekarek
asked for a volunteer to drive the truck if Chris is not able to do so. Anna Robertson volunteered to take on the responsibility.
Big hand to Anna for being so quick to volunteer.
- Kitchen - Eileen Hill
Old Business - December meeting - would we like to have a finger food potluck for the December meeting?
- Installation Dinner - members can pay tonight when they pay dues and auction items. Each member will pay $15 and the club
will pick up the small amount left over to make accounting easier.
Program - VP Steve Karno started the Silent Auction. A flurry of activity ensued. VP Steve Karno called time on the Silent
Auction and members paid for their purchases. VP Steve Karno announced that the program for December, “Suiseki”-natural
Japanese river stones- will be presented by Martin Hagbery.
NEW Business - We will need to pay the fees for the P.O. Box before the end of January
The shed bill is due soon also.
New member Linda Huthmaker was voted in by Board Members and the general membership. Let’s all give her a great big
welcome to the club!!
Meeting was adjourned by President Pekarek at 8:20 pm.
Respectfully Submitted by Gale Fussello
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ON THE
ROCKs

with

The Bulletin Board
NEXT MEETING: December 5, 2017

TV

BOARD MEETING:

Tips–Ideas–Questions &
Answers, on Anything
Relating to the Hobby
(submissions welcomed)

PROGRAM: Martin Hagbery will present on
"Suiseki" (Japanese natural stone
appreciation)

FIELD TRIPS:
Frances McArthur suggested I should run this article.
Thanks to Lynn Varon, Managing Editor for Rock &
Gem and Bob Rush, Author of Bench Tips & CFMS
MEMBERSHIP.

FEEDBACK

Take A Second Look

Letters to the Editor

In the November 2015 issue of Discover magazine there
is a discussion about a discovery of some very ancient
stone tools in Africa. They are large - almost 8" across and rather crudely made and are dated about 3.3 million
years ago. This discovery pushes back the stone tool
timeline from 2.6 million years ago. These tools have the
intentional shaping characteristics of a chipped edge that
has continued throughout history up until the recent past.

Open loop, no feedback this month.
_________________

We found both
types of tools on
the farm but there
weren't any tools
made from jasper
or agate so I
wasn't
accustomed to
finding them in
these materials.

I grew up on a
farm in south
central Oregon
that was located
on the shore of
an ancient lake
- Tulelake - that
had been
reclaimed for
farming in the
early 1900's.
Quite often my
large mortars and pestles
dad would find
Indian artifacts on the farm often when he was plowing
the fields. The large mortars and pestles were easily
spotted because of their size or the noise that they made
when the farm implements struck them. Because of their
size and weight the Indians left them in place when they
moved to other seasonal locations. The lake was inhabited
for many centuries by local Indians who made their small
tools from obsidian and large mortars and pestles made
from basalt. The most common tools that we found were
obsidian arrowheads and spear points. They were quite
abundant because of the obsidian source was within a
day's travel so they weren't very concerned when they lost
a tool. There were other tools we found including bola
weights, raft anchors, net anchors and a fire starter. After
my dad passed away I Take A Second Look

In the late 1950's
as I was learning
lapidary from my uncle we went rockhounding in an
open area north of Medford, Oregon currently called
White City. Most of the time we found smaller agates but
once in a while there would be pieces of jasper. A few
years later my uncle gave me one of these green jasper
pieces for lapidary use. It was rather dull and
uninteresting and oddly shaped. Just before cutting into it
with my trim saw I stopped and looked at it closely and it
suddenly dawned on me that it was a stone tool. The tool
has an intentionally shaped chipped edge as well as a
smooth area to fit in the palm of your hand and a recess
for your thumb. The chipped edge is rather dull now from
the long period of weathering on the surface.
Jasper Tools

Ever since this experience as I come across collections of
rocks I look not just for lapidary materials but also for
these tools. Surprisingly they are not that uncommon. My
collection currently has about a hundred of these tools
– Continued on page 6
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Continued from page 3 – FEDERATION DIRECTOR

Continued from page 5 – On The Rocks

Order). Between 8 and 9 AM, you can pick up your
Director’s package and have a cup of acid coffee from a
restaurant tub, thanks from the hotel. Actually, the coffee
in your room you can fix is pretty good stuff. (I miss my
Costco’s Seattle Mountain Coffee, Sumatra Organic
Coffee Beans.)

mostly agates and jaspers.
A few weeks ago as I was
looking through our club's
soon-to-be-discarded rock
pile I came across a small
piece of red moss agate
shaped into a stone tool.
So as you are digging
through that pile of rocks
train your eyes to take
that second look beyond it
just being a pretty
lapidary rock. This effort
may save an ancient tool
from the tumbler or rock saw so it can be preserved for
future generations to learn from and enjoy.

Nine o’clock Margaret Kolaczyk (President, 2017) called
to order. She is known for being on time and she doesn’t
talk any longer than needed. The pledge of allegiance was
said and an invocation was said by Colleen McGann
(former President). There was an open microphone for an
in memoriam for those members that have passed away
this year. This year there was only one person gone away.
Oddly, a lady was picking agates along the Pacific in
Oregon when a wave took her out to sea.
Margaret introduced our past presidents and the new
directors. Pat LarRue (our Executive Secretary/Treasurer)
established a quorum (52) and that was off we go!

Though these stone tools are ancient they don't have
much to offer for archeologist's use because they usually
can't be specifically associated with an individual tribe or
group but they are still great examples of tools that
ancient peoples needed for survival. I like to hold them in
my hand and imagine what the maker felt as he or she
made them and used them.
_________________

The two most important items on the agenda are the new
2018 officers and the show bids for a 2018 CFMS show.
The 2018 officers
Jennifer Haley - President
Tony Fender - 1st Vice President
Marcia Goetz - 2nd Vice President
Ellen Ferrell - Secretary
Juanita Pardun - Treasure

2017 Show Calendar


ORANGE BELT MINERALOGICAL SOCIETY
December 9 - 10: RIALTO, CA
Near Rialto City Hall Lot
105 South Palm Avenue
Hours: 9 - Dusk daily
Contact: Jessica Pierson, (909) 381-0089
Email: OBMSTailgateInfo@gmail.com
Website: http://OBMSrocks.yolasite.com

Dec Anniversaries
Steve & Nancy Pekarek

Dec 20

L to R: Ellen Ferrell, Juanita Pardun, Jennifer Haley, Marcia
Goetz, Tony Fender & Pat LaRue

Dec Birthdays
Peggy Hill

Dec 12

Nancy Pekarek

Dec 18

Shirley Leeson (former president) was the leader of the
Nominating Committee. She pointed out that Jennifer will
have been historically the only president that will have had
two years as a CFMS president, except for Pat LaRue
– Continued on page 7
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Continued from page 6 – FEDERATION DIRECTOR

really! They are willing to help Los Angeles clubs to put
on a CFMS show.

(1996 & 2000). Jennifer made president in 2014 but she
had to have open heart surgery. She asked Tom
Burchard who was then CFMS 1st VP to step in for her
until after the Annual CFMS Show & Convention in
Pomona, May 30th – June 1st, since the doctor did not
want her traveling that soon, and she needed some R&R
for a couple of weeks. Tom handled the formalities for
her at the show, but she was receiving and responding to
EC questions and CFMS usual business by the middle of
the month and continued to do so for the rest of the year.
Her only limitation was that she couldn’t travel for quite
awhile. Now she is taking the reins again.

As I said the two most important items on the agenda are
the new 2018 officers and the show bids for a 2018
CFMS show. Well, there won’t be a 2018 CFMS Show,
the first year since World War II. There was no shock. I
guess we saw it coming.
The rest of the agenda was Committee Reports. Some on
paper others are committee chairs getting up and telling
us what they have been doing.
I should tell you there was a four-page in my Director’s
package from the CFMS Executive Committee Meeting
on Friday, November 10, 2017. They are items they were
discussing such as the cost of Cloud Storage,
Reorganizing the Scholarship Selection, ABL 1540:
Support for State Dinosaur, etc. If you are interesting I
could copy some.

Shirley also said that Juanita Pardun and Ellen Ferrell are
both very qualified for their positions, particularly
Juanita since she had worked for the Internal Revenue
Service. I was curious if Juanita would be taking over
Pat LaRue as the Treasure so I asked Jennifer and she
was pleased to know that some of our members have
interests in their officers in the CFMS.

The Banquet
Half of the people that were at the CFMS Fall Business
Meeting left after the meeting ended and I don’t blame
them. Unless you are involved in the CFMS there is no
reason to stay for the banquet. It’s nice to get acquainted
with the CFMS but that's about it.

That’s great your members are interested. The two
positions for secretary and two positions for treasurer
sometimes confuse people. Pat LaRue will keep her
position as Executive Secretary and Executive Treasurer.
That is a paid position. In the Fall at the Sunday Change
Over meeting, the Executive Committee votes to renew
Pat’s contract and this happens every year. Pat attends
the EC meetings, but she is not allowed to vote on the
EC issues.

______________________
The New Ad Hoc Committee President Jennifer for
next year (which she will announce in the Jan CFMS
Newsletter)

Juanita Pardun will be on the Executive Committee as
treasurer, and Ellen will be on the Executive Committee
as secretary. They’ll both be really good for the
federation.

Grant Research
Purpose: To research the possibility of CFMS using a
grant (s) for certain federation projects; it’s eligibility to
do so; identifying specific uses/projects; collect research
on writing for grants/legal responsibilities following
receiving a grant (s); how to organize the committee to
specifically meet its needs.

Juanita is a retired IRS employee who audited
companies, and has been secretary for two years for the
National Active & Retired Federal Employees'
President's Council. She’s a smart cookie.

Background: In speaking with Sharon Oswald/El
Dorado County Mineral & Gem Society’s Educational
Outreach chairman, (school programs), about joining the
CFMS Junior Activities Committee, she mentioned their
society’s school programs for that county developed into
something so huge, that she needed a trailer for the project
to haul all the rocks, supplies and donations to the students
year round. She was able to get a grant to buy the trailer
for their society for this sole purpose.

Ellen Ferrell was a legal secretary, legal assistant and
legal defense contractor, and managed 8 non-profits
before she retired. She’s a smart cookie too, and both
are really nice people.
Happy Thanksgiving!
Jennifer
Back to the meeting, there was only one new Federation
Director introduction and two corrections to fix in the
Fall Business package. There were no delinquent
societies this year and the CFMS made $7000 at the
show in Ventura this year and they gave $1000 to Zzyzz.

Explore the possibilities of what the federation
could use a grant (s) for: Examples: buying
materials to build exhibit cases for CFMS show use, tables

If there is only one club that knows how to organize a
CFMS show, it has to be Ventura, they wrote the book,
The Agatizer

– Continued on page 8

7

Dec 2017, Vol. LXII No. 11

South Bay Lapidary & Mineral Society

Continued from page 7 – Grant Research
for shows, buying a trailer to store these CFMS owned
show equipment and supplies; financial support for
specific new CFMS projects/programs in the future for
society use that we never thought we could do before;
buying equipment for expanding new arts added to the
ESS programs; perhaps we could even get a grant that
would financially help us procure parts of our
federation shows, ESS camps and a facility.
Committee Members: Margaret Kolaczyk has
agreed to chair it. (she will be Long Range Planning
chairman 2018)
Key committee members who will be integral to the
functioning of the Ad Hoc, as experienced sounding
boards and advisors who have always had CFMS’ best
interest at heart.
Committee to present their findings to the EC as
they gain and group their research.
__________________

Drink from the pan on New Years Eve
Pan for gold the rest of the year
It’s wise to avoid whisky & wine
But who gives a damn on New Years Eve

[ What we have here is what President Jennifer Haley
wants new plans for the CFMS to help the Federation ]

South Bay Lapidary & Mineral Society, Inc.
P.O. Box 1606
Torrance, California 90505
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