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Liar’s Hour, by Charlie Dye

This picture always warms me.

I have one on my desk,
cowboys sitting around a fire after a day’s work and telling
stories, some in tall tails. It reminds me of reading the
early South Bay club’s newsletters, the Agatizers of the
‘50’s and ‘60’s. Their field trips in the deserts were often
on weekends with overnight stays. Horses were long gone
but horsepower was easily pulling small campers.
Field trips and camping have faded away here. The last
and only I recall was two years ago at Stoddard Wells. We
had a decent count from our club that year at a bonfire with

The Agatizer

smores under the stars. Wouldn't it be nice if we could do
it again? Bring some firewood, something to cook with a
stick over the fire, and some whoppers of a story, truth or
liar.
“A storyteller makes up things
to help other people; a liar
makes up things to help
himself.” ― Daniel Wallace
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Drinks:

Jamie Erickson
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Don’t Miss the Pep Talk
Our annual show will be the 69th this year. In 1948
the South Bay started our club with a handful of
people in one of there homes. The first Club’s show
was in 1950. The club grew near to a hundred club
members. As Jennifer Haley said, 'People from every
walk of life and age wanted to join.' Since then we
have had its ups and downs and now there seems to be
a contagion of losing members in all clubs.
It’s up to us to make this 69th South Bay show another
great one. There may be some hurdles this year, like
the wild weather lately and not having our usual
schedule for the show. But the one thing we always
have on our side is, as hard as the work is somehow
our members always enjoy the three-day circus.

CLUB EXPERTS
Chris Curtin - Fossil Preparation
Burt Dobratz - Fused Glass
Larry Hoskinson - Opal Cutting
Peggy Hill - Lapidary & Beads
Frances McArthur - Rock & Wire Talismans
Ken Oullette - Cuttle Bone Casting & Silver Fabrication
Chris LeMaster - Tumbling
Craig Polliard - Lost Wax Casting, Jade Cove Collector
Toy Sato - Suiseki (Stone Appreciation)
Terry Vasseur - Silver Fabrication
Teresita Vasseur - Pearl Stringing
Lynette Vandeveer - Wirewrap Jewelry

See you at Friday March 2.
_________________

MISSION STATEMENT
This society was formed to collect and study minerals; to teach lapidary arts,
to disseminate knowledge of mineralogy, lapidary work, and related
activities; to exhibit specimens for public education; and to exchange
information related to the earth sciences.
MONTHLY MEETINGS
Meetings are scheduled on the First Tuesday of the month, 6:30 p.m., in the
meeting room of the Torrance Public Library, 3301, Torrance Blvd.. Visitors
and guests are always welcomed at all club events.
MEMBERSHIP
Annual dues for a single member is $15 and $20 for a family payable by the
1st of the year. An annual 12 month subscription to the Agatizer comes with
membership. A subscription to the Agatizer alone is $20.
WEBSITE Webmaster Jamie Erickson
Southbaylapidaryandmineralsociety.com
PDF READER LINK
http://www.adobe.com/products/acrobat/readstep2.html
AGATIZER CIRCULATION
Dec 2017 75 - June 2017 95
SBL&MS TAX STATUS
The South Bay Lapidary & Mineral Society is a nonprofit
501 ( c ) 3 organization, Tax ID # 95-350730
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March Anniversaries
Ed & Maureen Whitefire
Roger & Eileen Hill

Mar 14
Mar 22

March Birthdays
Teresita Vasseur
Craig Polliard
Chris Curtin
Roger Hill
Danial Bonilla

Mar 4
Mar 5
Mar 7
Mar 20
Mar 31
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The Bartlett Senor Citizen Center

From The Editor’s Desk
As the editor for the Agatizer,
I exchange our newsletter
with other newsletter editors.
One evening I got the North
Seattle, Rocky Trails. Susan
Gardner, the editor of the
Rocky Trails, just got back
from Tucson, Arizona. I got
to know her since I started as
the editor for the Agatizer. I
knew she has had her club’s
editor longer than me so I had to asked her “How can you
still do it? I’m in my 10th year and there are sometimes I
want to give it up and other times I couldn't give it up, I
would miss it.” She said, “I do get to pursue my love of
geology and science and that’s probably what keeps me in
the game.”
“As you know Terry, there are the heavy lifters in each
club; my husband, Rick, and I are two such people for
North Seattle and there are a lot of behind-the-scenes
actions that no one thinks about. And so it is VERY
relaxing to go rockhounding for a couple of weeks or take
in the Tucson shows. I intentionally disconnect from
everything going on here and don’t worry about what
needs to get done when we return…just live in the
moment. For the most part, that’s adequate compensation
for being involved in this hobby.”

Address: 1318 Cravens Ave, Torrance, CA 90501
Phone: (310) 320-5918
The Lapidary Shop at the Bartlett senior center has open
for new hours, the first and third Saturday from 12-3:30
pm. The original hours of Monday & Thursday 9:3012:30 are still. They have diamond saws and grinders.
You will need
eye protections
and it will cost a
fee. Bring your
own rock, or
choose from a
ton of available
rough stone and
slabs. Dave
Lundstedt,
(310-714-7035)
and John Pepper (310-684-5479) oversee the shop.

And that is the truth.
______________
Dammit?
It just occurred to me that I have kept a secret technique
for silver soldering. I have used it in soldering silver (and
gold) making jewelry without even knowing until now.
When it comes time to solder something silver-to-silver
there are numerous things you have to think about; the
flame size and temperature, picking the correct
temperature solder chips and where to place them, should
you wire the pieces so they won’t move, should you
solder it on a tripod, or solder it on a charcoal block, or a
firebrick an other things. Anyway, if you really want to
go into precious metal, you are going to have some
failures. They are part of the learning process.
You would expect practicing would make you a genius
solderer but not so fast. Once I was making a long chain
made of duplicates. No matter what, every once in a
while I would mess up one piece. Rather than going into
a fit, I would just swear something once and go back to
work. Don’t give up just tweak your craftsmanship.
Anger is short-lived madness. - by someone named
Horace
__________________________

The Agatizer
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General Meeting Minutes
February 6, 2018
 6:35pm meeting called to order and pledge of allegiance with President Gale Fussello
Officer Reports
o Secretary: Jamie Erickson
 Letter from El Camino announcing a new program of free enrollment for
new high school graduates and expansion of their school district acceptances
 We received a card from the Laphmam family- good to hear from them!
 Show flyers and advertisements are rolling in! Come grab them at the front desk.
 Please contact me if you are interested in having anything published on the website
o Federation Director: Terry Vasseur
 Nothing to report
o Treasurer: Eugenia Dickson
 Nothing to report
o Agatizer: Terry Vasseur
 Nothing to report
o Membership and Hospitality: Leslie Neff
 Tonight we have 20 members and no guests!
New Business:
o Storage shed payments are up to date- confirmed by Nancy Pekarek
o Silent Auction library payment was approved by the club last month and its completion will be confirmed with
the club treasurer at a later date
o Chris Curtain let us know that Lapidary Shop at the Bartlett senior center will be open for new hours the first
and third Saturday from 12-3:30pm including the original hours of Monday and Thursday 9:30-12:30. Anyone
who wants to use the shop can also call to confirm hours of operation; number will be listed in the Agatizer.
o Vice President Steve Karno notified us that the presentation next month will be with our guest speaker on the
healing properties of stones, gems and minerals
o Please update your contact information so we can send out the final updated roster!
o Leslie Neff has the display and Donate sign-up sheet for our monthly meetings- sign up or be assigned!
 All members are required to donate drinks or refreshments once per year and are required to display
and donate once per year
o Annual Pic Nic will be held in September- location TBA
o Public Library Display Case: Kathy Polliard is looking for volunteers to sign up for the library display case!
Please contact her if you are interested.
 Items would be brought to the next meeting. Please be ready t provide a description and the value of
the item

Program: There’s No Business, Like Show Business- 2018 SBLMS Gem Show with Nancy Pekarek
 The official sign-up sheet was circulated! All members are required to work the show.
 Transportation: Anna Robertson
o Mary Sharp will be helping with transit to and from rental facility
 Layout: Chris Curtain
o Contact Chris if you need to put in a case or use a club case
 Electrical: Terry Vasseur and Chris Curtain
 Signs: Larry Hoskinson
 People’s Choice Awards: Craig and Kathy Polliard
 Donations: Carol Krone and Anna Robertson

– Continued on page 6
The Agatizer
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ON THE
ROCKs

with

The Bulletin Board
NEXT MEETING: Tuesday March 6, 2018

TV

BOARD MEETING:

Tips–Ideas–Questions &
Answers, on Anything
Relating to the Hobby
(submissions welcomed)

PROGRAM: David Hellig is healing
properties of stones, gems, and minerals.

FIELD TRIPS: See CFMS Newsletter online

Iron-Rich Sedimentary Rocks
(Particularly Banded Iron) Makes Beautiful
Cabochons

FEEDBACK

Banded iron formations are
interesting. They were made
as far back as the oldest part
of the Earth, the Precambrian
(4600 to 590 millions years
old). Dolomite, quartz
sandstone, black shale, iron,

Letters to the Editor

Hi Terry,
Can we do a correction statement for the Agatizer? Under
federation director it sounds like I am not doing much this
year, but that’s not accurate at all. I have been up to my
ears in CFMS Business all this time despite picking up
after the fires personally. I have been living in Ojai, CA
for the past 2 years, but we had to evacuate last Dec. I am
working with the EC deeply to get a convention in tandem
with a society show for this year, and get CFMS to host
it’s own show for next, before we announce anything
formally, you can just tell people we are working on a
potential show still for this year. I will be writing an article
about CFMS Shows soon.

and chert made layers from
millimeters to meters.
There is much more to Iron
Forms and not many are
suited for making
cabochons. One of the best
is Australian Red Iron
Tiger (on the right). I think
they aren’t popular to cut
much because of the way
they dirty waters when
grinding shapes. Iron and
Red Iron Tiger From Australia
manganese are the two of
the worst oxides that make a mess. To keep your hands
clean, wear latex gloves.

Thanks Terry! (CFMS President, Jennifer Haley)
I'll accept that. I was just thinking the CFMS Show must
be the bigest job of the year. I will give you a chance to
look at anything I write about you from now on before I
print it.
_____________________

The red iron and the black
layers make gorgeous
paper weights. Where can
you find that stuff? You
can find banded hematite
and jasper in the Mingus
Mountain in Yavapai
County, Arizona.
How about the Pilbara
region of Western
Australia and the Animikie
Group in Minnesota. There is also some banded flint,
jasper, agate formations in the badlands of Wyoming,
North on McKinnon road. However, you are probably
better off going to Tucson and Quartzsite.
_____________________

Terry,
Thank you for sending this, and for spreading the good
word, we really appreciate it!
Regards,
Dan Waber
Vice President of Sales
Reentel International Inc. (The Hi-Tech Diamond Co)
______________________
There’s a beauty sphere in the Rock & Gem, February 2018.

– Continued on page 7
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Continued from page 4 – Meeting Minutes

o
All members are required to donate an item for the show
raffle. If you have not already submitted your item please plan to
do so at the set up on Friday. Include a description of the item.

 Guest Cases and Demonstrators: Terry Vasseur
o 8 confirmed and 3 maybe- final numbers TBA
o Flourescent Mineral Society will be in attendance
 Security: Ken Ouelette
 PA Announcements: Leslie Neff
 Front Door: Roger Mills, Kitty Lake and Maureen Whitefire
 Kitchen: Eileen Hill
o everyone is required to donate one dessert per day or donate $10 per day
o We are keeping the price for dessert vs. monetary donation the same as last year
 Leslie Neff moves that the price remain $10 per day ($20 per weekend)
 2nd: Craig Polliard
 Motion carries
o Thank you to those who are volunteering croc pots for use in the kitchen
 Artisans: Eugenia Dickson
o Items will be due on Friday so that they can be put on display
o Please bring your filled out forms
 Books and Magazines: Frank DeGray
 Children’s Place: Megan Fox
o Larry will be lending a canopy for shelter, and donations of river rock, paper plates, and paint brushes
 Polished Rocks: Nick and Marcella
o new material was purchased at Quartzite
o endeavors to reprice items will be undertaken
 Silent Auction: Leslie Neff and Lynette Vandeveer
o items are left over from last year, and they will be taking donations! Let them know- they made $900
last year so it is a worthy cause!
 Rough Rock: Craig Polliard
o Toy Sato is donating some rough rock.
o Craig is considering taking rough rock donations by the crate and splitting the profit with the donator.
Artisan forms would be filled out to accompany rocks.
 Craig motions to try the ‘rough rock artisans’ for this year
 Club carries motion
 Slabs: Burt Dobratz
 Wally Ford: Larry Hoskinson
o For any donations of old tools, see Larry!
 Tickets: Gale Fusselloo she will be selling tickets!
o Tickets can also be sold at stations and stubs collected by Leslie Neff hourly
 Gathering Time for set up: 8am
o Pizza for lunch at set up
7:36pm Break
7:56pm Display and Donate: ‘What I Found at Quartzite’
 Leslie Neff: Cabs on sale for jewelry sets
 Carol Krone: finds and slabs from miners and jewelry
 Craig and Kathy Polliard: more Amethyst for Kathy and fun bite sized specimens. Craig found some great rocks that
came with great stories!
 Terry Vasseur: glass treasures
 Larry Hoskinson: cleaners, clips, and clippers!
 Lynette Vandeveer: new nephew and niece bought her a diamond pacific titan gem maker polisher! Congrats!
 Mary Sharp: a junior car duster, super glue, scissors, magnifying glasses, and rubber gloves! Everything a lady needs!

Raffle
The Agatizer

– Continued on page 7
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Continued from page 6 – Meeting Minutes
1st Place: Puzzle Sphere- Gale Fussello
2nd Place: Pyrite Specimen- Eileen Hill
3rd Place: Green malachite sphere- Gale Fussello
Congrats to all of the other winners! Great turn out for prizes
this month!
 Leslie Neff moves to adjourn the meeting
 Club carries motion
 8:37 Meeting Adjourned

2018 Show Calendar






SOUTH BAY LAPIDARY & MINERAL SOCIETY
March 3 - 4: TORRANCE, CA
Ken Miller Recreation Center
3341 Torrance Blvd (entrance on Madrona)
Hours: Sat. 10 - 5; Sun. 10 - 4
Contact: Nancy Pekarek, (310) 257-8152
Email: pekareks@hotmail.com
Website: southbaylapidaryandmineralsociety.com

club is about. This time he wanted to know if I had any
meteorites and how could he get a piece of one. I
happened to have a 10.3 gram slice a Muonionalusta (a
Sweden meteorite). I bought it for $30 which made it
three dollars a gram. I told him the best place to go is
the West Coast Gem & Mineral Show at the Holiday Inn
- Orange County in May & November.
I had some other pieces, mostly Russian, Sikhote-Alin.
They are probably the most available and cheapest to
collect. There is not much American for sale and really
not too much from anymore anywhere. So, I gathered
them up and weighed them. I’ve had them for some
time and I didn’t really know what they were worth.
Online I found they were selling mostly Russian
meteorites about three dollars a gram.
I have a large piece of a Russian meteorite I got from a
vendor. It was an exchange. He wanted badly the bola I
was wearing. He suggested I take his meteorite. My
bola was worth about $150. I didn’t know what his
meteorite was worth but what the heck!
The meteorite weights 272.5g. At $3 dollars a gram, it
is now worth $725 (maybe more). That old bola is
probably only worth $200 at best now since I’m not that
well-known artist. And that tells me, I should have
bought some more of that real rare meteorite.

VICTORVILLE GEM & MINERAL SOCIETY
March 9 - 11: Victorville, CA
Hwy 15 / Stoddard Wells Road
Hours: 9 - 5 daily
Contact: Brett Ward or Sandy Skidmore,
(760) 617-6001
Email: san2744@aol.com
Website: www.vvgmc.org
PASADENA LAPIDARY SOCIETY
March 10 - 11: San Marino, CA
San Marino Masonic Center
3130 Huntington Drive
Hours: Sat 10 - 6, Sun 10 - 5
Contact: Ellen Ferrell, (727) 512-0381
Email: pasadenalapidary@aol.com
Website: www.pasadenalapidarysociety.org

_________________

Continued from page 5 – On the Rocks

Maybe I Should Have Bought the Right Stuff!
One of my neighbors saw me in the garage and he sauntered
over to see what I was doing, which I was setting up my
display for our show. He’s always interested in my rock
cutting and minerals but I never can get him to see what our
The Agatizer
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The 42nd annual Stoddard Wells

Restrooms, Drycamping, Food, Snacks & Drinks , Prizes
and
Rocks — Rocks & More Rocks
_________________

ROCK HOUND " Tailgate "
Victorville, CA
March 9 - 11, 2018 9 — 5:00 p.m. daily
FREE Event ! — Everyone Welcome ! — Public Invited
!
All Vendor spaces are FREE on a first come basis
(absolutely NO Holding of Spaces for a friend or
Competing with Club's Fundraising Food and Drink
Booth)

Field Trip
Tri-colored Marble
Date: March 10, 2018
Time: 9 AM
Meeting Location: VVGMC Tailgate site off of
Stoddard Wells Road.
From Highway I-15, take Stoddard Wells road east
following the signs to the VVGMC Tailgate.
Wagon Master: TBD
For additional information contact info@vvgmc.org
This trip will be for Tri-colored. There are high
quantities of this materials present at on the surface
and in the float. Access is on desert roads. At the
time of writing the road conditions are unknown.
Please assume either a very rugged high clearance
vehicle or a 4x4. Last year we had to fill in an
arroyo so the larger vehicles could cross. The
distance to this meeting site is approximately 25
miles from the club. Distance from the tailage site
to the collection site is approximately 8 miles.
Conditions at the site are for easy to moderate
hiking and unlimited material is available within
100 yards of the vehicles. Material is on the surface
and in seams. Digging and hard-rock mining are
required for choice specimens. Physical dangers
include snakes and other normal desert conditions.
This is a former commercial mining operation and
as such there are open mining pits and high cliffs.
There is an age limit of 8 for this trip. All children
are expected to be under constant supervision by
parents or guardians at all times. Any child
climbing on the exposed cliffs will result in both
child and guardians being asked to leave the site.

Handcrafted & Faceted Jewelry, Slabs & Cabs, Findings
& Equipment, Minerals & Fossils and TONS of Rough
Material.
Saturday FAMILY Field Trip : 9am—1pm for famous
marble varieties.

The trip leaders recommend that you bring gloves,
spray bottle (water), rock pick, lunch, safety
glasses, and adequate drinking water.
No alcoholic beverages will be permitted on this
trip.
Please note: The road leading into and out of this
site was in very poor condition two years ago. As
there is no commercial mining in the region, it is
anticipated that the road has continued to
deteriorate. It is highly recommended that only
4x4's with high clearance be taken on this trip.

_______________
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TIPS FROM A JEWELER’S BENCH

Continued from page 8 – Helenite
to cut a groove that's deep enough. If your plier tips are too
thin, you'll have to cut them back. Locate and mark the
position on the jaw where the thickness is about 1.6 - 2mm.

Brad Smith brad@greenheart.com [BenchTips]
MODIFYING PLIERS

Pliers-4

Pliers-1

Cut the tips off with a cutoff wheel
or grind them off with a bench
grinder. If using a cutoff wheel,
be sure to brace and hold both the
workpiece and the rotating
handpiece securely. If either
moves, you will break the abrasive disk. And remember
when cutting any metal with a motorized tool, be sure to use
good eye protection. A little piece of debris in your eye
makes for a bad day.

Sometimes a few changes to
your tools can make work go
faster and improve the quality
at the same time. Stock tools
need to be polished and can
be customized using
standard jewelry skills.
Here's an example:

Pliers-5

While making a lot of
chainmaile, I noticed I was
ending up with a few
scratched jump rings that
required extra cleanup time before the chain could be
polished. So I started looking into what I was doing
wrong.

Now to make the grooves
round so they grasp the wire
without distorting it, I close
the jaws and run a drill
through the opening formed
by the two rough grooves. I
start with a small
drill and followed up with a drill just slightly smaller than
the wire size I want to grip. In my case that was 14 gauge
wire, so I chose a #53 drill.

Making jump rings and weaving them into chainmaile
designs involves a lot of opening and closing of the
rings. I typically use two square jaw pliers to do this,
one for each hand. The jaws of my pliers were pretty
much scratch free because on a new tool I typically
relieve any sharp edges, sand away any tool marks on
working surfaces and give those areas a quick polish.

Finally, the shape of the grooves needs to be refined. I used
acoarse, knife edge, silicone polishing wheel on the
flexshaft to polish off all marks left by the drill and to round
off the outer edges of the groove.

Pliers-2

Pliers-6

That helped but was not the
whole problem. While making
chain, rings would sometimes
slip out of the pliers or slide
within the jaws as I was trying
to twist them open or closed. I
noticed the jaws close at an
angle, and gave me the idea of forming a groove at the
end of the jaw that would grasp the ring gently
without scratching it. Not only have these pliers
worked well for chainmaile, but I've found several
other problem jobs that this modification solves very
nicely.

Test for proper fit by laying a
jump ring into each groove. In
particular, inspect the way the
edges of the groove contact the
inside of the ring. You may need
to widen the groove at this point
to avoid the pliers leaving a nick.
Do a final polish so the jaws will
not scratches as they grip a ring. I used a medium grit,
knife edge, silicone polishing wheel but a sewn buff with
tripoli or Zam would also work well.

Pliers-3
For more tips or to learn new jewelry skills see

To make up what I needed, I
bought two inexpensive sets of
square jaw pliers. My
preference is for jaws that are
about 3.5 - 4mm wide. This
provides a good fit for the jump rings I use. You need
to have enough metal at the tip of the jaws to be able
The Agatizer

Amazon.com/author/bradfordsmith

_______________________

9

Mar 2018, Vol. LXIII No. 3

South Bay Lapidary & Mineral Society

What Ya Been
Up to Lately?

take ‘em home. By the
way, Craig suggests
maybe only one crate at a
time.

A New South Bay Rock Sale

What we mean of a value
rock is; generally we want
large rocks that can be cut
slabs for lapidary work,
(that is cabochons or
carvings for jewelry).

A rockhound will collect rocks
for years and years. I’ve seen
tons of rock in some backyards
that families have had to get rid of them after their dear
rockhound had left them. I would guess a rockhound
will only use less that one percent of what they have
collected over the years,…too bad.

The rock on the right top I
think is a green serpentine. I
can’t find anyone like it.
Could it be rare? I will have
a pendant with it in my
display.

Now I have pails of rocks and larger pieces all over the
backyard. I have picked many in the field and some
from others. These rocks I will need to get rid of soon
too.

On this right is a Green Mauve
Pisolite Oolite
(or Obicular Jasper Rhyolite)

Thanks to Craig’s idea to set up a sale for large valued
rocks. The way it will work is much like our Artisan
Submission. Craig will help set up a table separate from
our regular Rough Rock station at our March show.
Craig will help set the price for each rock. If they don’t
go on Saturday we can lower the cost on Sunday. The
owner will receive 50% dollars of the sale and club gets
the other 50 per cent. If they don’t sell, the owner has to

This one came from the Cady
Mountains

South Bay Lapidary & Mineral Society, Inc.
P.O. Box 1606
Torrance, California 90505
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