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The Largest Participation At A Meeting We have Seen In Years

The first South Bay club meeting after our show usually
brings in a few people. Some come to take a look at us or
just to pick up something they won. This time some of our
show patron customers came to see David Hellig’s,
“Healing Properties of Stones, Gems, and Minerals”.

We learned crystals and gemstones are composed of
various minerals and elements, all of which give the
crystal their own specific personality including their
vibration, intensity, healing properties, colors, shapes, and
textures.
Crystals can benefit us physically, emotionally, mentally
(intellectually)psychologically and spiritually. Just as
every human is different, so is every crystal.
I must confess I squirmed in my chair during the
presentation but our friends seemed quite interested. After
it was over, there were a lot of questions for David.
_______________________________________

David Hellig
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South Bay Lapidary & Mineral Society
OFFICERS FOR 2018
President
Gale Fussello
Vice President Steve Karno
Secretary
Jamie Erickson
Treasurer
Fed Director

310 702-3633 fussello@yahoo.com
310 251-5323 srkarno@gmail.com
310 956-7467
excephtionalgreen@rocketmail.com
Eugenia Dickson 310 676-5307 dickseug@yahoo.com
Terry Vasseur 310 644-2029 wookman67@gmail.com

STANDING COMMITTEE CHAIRFOLKS
Displays &
Mary Sharp &
310 326-5939 solgo1@earthlink.net
Donates
Kitty Lake
310 377-9882 joe-lake@msn.com
Education
Leslie Neff
310 318-2170 lesneff@aol.com
Workshop
Editor
Terry Vasseur
310 644-2029 wookman67@gmail.com
Wally Ford
Larry Hoskinson 310 318-2170 lesneff@aol.com
Scholarship Fund
Field Trip
?
Coordinators
Getting-toCraig Polliard
310-533-4931 craigpolliard@yahoo.com
know-you
Historian
Gale Fussello
310 702-3633 fussello@yahoo.com
Hospitality
?
Membership
Gale Fussello
310 702-3633 fussello@yahoo.com
Property
Craig Polliard
310 533-4931 craigpolliard@yahoo.com
Publicity
Kathy Polliard
310 533-4931 kjpolliard@yahoo.com
Refreshment
Leslie Neff
310 318-2170 lesneff@aol.com
2017 Show Lead Nancy Pekarek 310 257-8152 pekareks@hotmail.com
Show Chairs Megan Fox
310 433-3230 allaboutme@gmail.com
Leslie Neff
310 318-2170 lesneff@aol.com
Lynette Vandeveer 310 379-5852 lyndyla@aol.com
CLUB EXPERTS
Chris Curtin - Fossil Preparation
Burt Dobratz - Fused Glass
Larry Hoskinson - Opal Cutting
Peggy Hill - Lapidary & Beads
Ken Oullette - Cuttle Bone Casting & Silver Fabrication
Chris LeMaster - Tumbling
Craig Polliard - Lost Wax Casting, Jade Cove Collector
Toy Sato - Suiseki (Stone Appreciation)
Terry Vasseur - Silver Fabrication
Teresita Vasseur - Pearl Stringing
Lynette Vandeveer - Wirewrap Jewelry

April Tuesday 3, 2018
Display and Donate: Gale and Teresita
Drinks: Eugenia Drinks
Munches:

Gale and Teresita

Anna Robertson is one of our newest members, her
first display showing us her pottery, and she is our
first truck driver for carrying in and out our show’s
components and setup items.

MISSION STATEMENT
This society was formed to collect and study minerals; to teach lapidary arts,
to disseminate knowledge of mineralogy, lapidary work, and related
activities; to exhibit specimens for public education; and to exchange
information related to the earth sciences.
MONTHLY MEETINGS
Meetings are scheduled on the First Tuesday of the month, 6:30 p.m., in the
meeting room of the Torrance Public Library, 3301, Torrance Blvd.. Visitors
and guests are always welcomed at all club events.
MEMBERSHIP
Annual dues for a single member is $15 and $20 for a family payable by the
1st of the year. An annual 12 month subscription to the Agatizer comes with
membership. A subscription to the Agatizer alone is $20.
WEBSITE Webmaster Jamie Erickson
Southbaylapidaryandmineralsociety.com
PDF READER LINK
http://www.adobe.com/products/acrobat/readstep2.html
AGATIZER CIRCULATION
June 2017 96 – December 2017 94
SBL&MS TAX STATUS
The South Bay Lapidary & Mineral Society is a nonprofit
501 ( c ) 3 organization, Tax ID # 95-350730

The newest
CFMS
Rockhounds
of the Year
are,… the
Craig &
Kathy
Polliards

April Anniversaries
None

April Birthdays
None
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From The Editor’s Desk

From The President Message

I confess I thought our
show this year might be
the beginning of an
entering into a black hole.
But what a turnaround. I
think we did such a good
show this year, I’m going
to hold back the usual
The 2017 Member’s Collection
writing and leave it to our
member's pictures.

That as the largest audience for
a meeting in a very long time, I
sure hope they all return next
month. Their enthusiasm
added to the excitement of a
great program.

President Gale Fussello

Two coupled filled applications
for membership. That gives me
hope for getting even more new
members soon!!

___________________

When an editor comes across a person who can write a
story that has a touch of Mark Twain, it gives me a
shiver.

For any of you who are at Stoddard Wells at this writing, I
hope the weather is ok and sales are good.
I also with everybody a very happy Easter.

At our March meeting, I asked our members who had
acting salesmen (and saleswomen) to give me a few
interesting short stories you might have encountered
while talking with your customers. What got me to do
this was Teresita one night told me about one of those
young boys and his mother that touched my heart. Don’t
miss Nicholas Chan’s (no name) article.

See you in April, gale
______________________

The Show Chair
is the person
who leads.
Thanks Nancy
for a great
show.

_____________

Our 2017 Show Chair Nancy Pekarek &
Ed Whitefire

Well,… we don’t actually want anyone
dead but we would like to get a field
trip leader. What does it require? We
need someone who can go out and find
places that aren’t too over picked out
and any places roads that won’t need
more than some high vehicles. Let us
know what we are going after and
where we are going. Primarily, keep
the sheep out of trouble. And we need
to make sure we are in OK with the
BLM. Set up the time to meet
somewhere and have a good time.
That’s all it is,…I think and try to
pretend you’re a geologist.

The intention was for our 2018 Officers and our Show Chair to
take a picture with CFMS President Jennifer Haley. We missed
Eugenia Dickson our new Treasure and Show Chair Nancy
Pekarek. With most of our members busy working, it’s like trying
to keep a group of wild birds together. – Thanks Kathy Polliard
for taking our photographer
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General Meeting
March 5, 2018
 Meeting called to order at 6:33pm by President Gale Fussello
o Welcome and Pledge of Allegiance
 Officer Reports:
o Secretary- Jamie Erickson
Thanks for liking and sharing on Facebook! Jamie posts new
things every single day so please check it out if you have not
Secretary Jamie Erickson
already.
If you are interested in having any content published on the web site contact Jamie.
o Treasurer- Eugenia Dickson
Nothing to report- still transitioning finances
o Agatizer- Terry Vasseur
Please send Terry any and all show photos so he can put them into the April Agatizer!
Also include any notable anecdotes.
Federation Director- Terry Vasseur
 Thanks so much to our CFMS director Jennifer Haley for stopping by our showher positive remarks lifted our spirits!
Membership- temporarily Leslie Neff
 we are seeking a club member to take over Membership! You do the monthly
sign in sheet and send cards to club members.
 Tonight we have 23 members and 25 guests- wow! Thanks to everyone who
came out!
 Old Business
o Our show chairwoman Nancy Pekarek would like to thank all of our club members who helped
out at the show. There will be a wrap up meeting at some point, TBA.
Our show treasurer Carol Krone is expecting to have a final report next month, but we
preliminarily cleared $10,000.
 6:40pm Educational program introduced by Vice President Steve Karno
o Thanks so much to David Hellig for his enlightening presentation on the healing power of gemstones and minerals.
 7:47 Break
 8:03pm Meeting called back to order
 New Business
o Bob and Nora have submitted their membership application
o Leslie Neff presented Craig and Kathy Polliard with the 2018 ‘Rock Hounds of the Year’ award
for their outstanding work in our club since 2007
o Please contact Larry Hoskinson for information on attending the Stoddard Wells trip on March
10-11, 2018.
 Show and Tell
o Jamie Erickson: new ways to use specimen sized rocks as homes for air plants
o Anna Robertson: different techniques in handmade pottery
 8:12pm Raffle
o 3rd Place: Agate Geode won by our guest Danielle
o 2nd Place: Fossil Egg won by Carol Krone
– Continued on page 7
The Agatizer
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ON THE
ROCKs

with

The Bulletin Board
NEXT MEETING: Tuesday April 3, 2018

TV

BOARD MEETING: (maybe)

Tips–Ideas–Questions &
Answers, on Anything
Relating to the Hobby
(submissions welcomed)

PROGRAM: "It all started with a tattoo.....
How Califonia got an official state dinosaur."
By Karol McQueary,
FIELD TRIPS: The Pasadena is scheduling a
field trip in April 21, 2018. They are going to
Lavic Siding. Exchange club’s newsletter (Us)
can come. Call Joe or Marcia Goetz.
joenmar1@verizon.net Pasadena Lapidary
Society (626) 914-5030

A Carnelian Cylinder
I got an E-mail from someone who
wants someone who can make a
cylinder of carnelian. First, what is
carnelian?
Carnelian is a glassy, translucent
stone colored orange of a variety of
Carnelian
chalcedony, a mineral of the Quartz
family of Silica (silicon dioxide,
SiO2). It’s color varies from pale pinkish-orange to a deep
rusty brown, though it is most known for its brilliant
orange and red-orange crystals. It’s Mohs scale hardness
of 6 - 7 and it doesn't have cleavages. It’s name comes
from a Latin word meaning "flesh" and most of the
carnelian on the market comes from India, Britain, Iceland
and Peru.
To make a cylinder of 37mm (or 1.42
inches) long and 17mm ( or 0.68
inches) diameter you need a core drill.
There are several types. Kingsley
North has six different type diamond
core drills. One is Cutter Choice Core
Drills” diamond coated made for
cutting glass, not anything stronger
than glass. “Crinkled Core Drills” are
another one a diamond bonding
systems that are not for any longer inch
cutting. These bonding types are
cheaper but they wear off the diamonds
easily. What you want for this is job is
a Sintered Core Drill. These will work
longer. The cost for this drill costs
around $40.

FEEDBACK
Letters to the Editor
Open loop, no feedback this month.

2018 Show Calendar



Crinkled Core
Drills

Always use a lubricant. There are several water soluble
lubricants on the market and plain water is better than
nothing. Drilling underwater – with the bit and stone
submerged – is great for reducing heat, but it is messy.
The best way to lubricate your bit is to use a water soluble
additive and water in a squirt bottle. As you are drilling
the waste material accumulates in the lubricant so a new
squirt from the bottle pushes the dirty lubricant out of the



– Continued on page 6
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VISTA GEM & MINERAL SOCIETY
April 6, 7 & 8: VISTA, CA
Antique Gas & Steam Engine Museum
2040 North Santa Fe Avenue
Hours: 9 - 5 daily
Contact: Kelly Hickman, (760) 622-6501
Email: kellyahickman@hotmail.com
Website: www.vistarocks.org
CONEJO GEM & MINERAL CLUB
April 21 - 22: THOUSAND OAKS, CA
Borchard Park Community Center
190 Reino Road
Hours: 10 - 5 Saturday; 10 - 4 Sunday
Contact: Chuck Borchart, (805) 551-9946
Email: chuck@cgmctrips@gmail.com
Website: www.cgamc.org
ANTELOPE VALLEY GEM & MINERAL
SOCIETY
April 28 - 29: LANCASTER, CA
Lancaster High School
44701 - 32nd Street West
Hours: 10 - 5 daily
Contact: Susan Chaisson-Walblom, (661) 406-0143
Email: slchaisson@yahoo.com
Website: www.avgem.weebly.com
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(The No Name Article)
By Nicholas Chan

hands to his mother, revealing his found treasure. He says
the words that all salespeople love to hear: “I need this,
Mom.” I see the hesitation in the mother’s face as she eyes
the neatly written price tag on the box: $10. Longing
grows in his eyes. I did not worry, for in my pocket, I held
two incontrovertible pieces of knowledge- first, I knew
that children rule the world and the boy is no exception,
and second, I knew well that “the pull” had wormed its
way into his desires. We exchange looks. After moments
of held breath, his mother sighs. Her purse comes open and
I have won. Victory feels as crisp as the newly earned cash
in my hand

For two years in a row,
Marcella and I have been at
the annual Polished Stones
show. Hundreds of people
attend Polished Stones:
young, old, short, tall,
wise, weathered; everyone
comes here looking for
something. Many people
Teresita, Marcella, & Nickolas buy the first stone that
catches their eye, a
Polished Rocks Salesmen
phenomenon we call “the
pull”. Having the experience of other senior members
behind me, I find I am able to explain a bit of history or
significance of any stone.

I smile to know I have made another customer happy.
There is nothing as satisfying as opening a child’s mind to
the wonders of gems and minerals. A small fluorescent
gimmick may be a small thing to bring a child joy, yet if it
should spark an interest in our hobby, then it is a deal well
struck.

Allow me to recount a time when this experience affected
me.

Like the stones we sell, stories like this and the
knowledge and fellowship we share make Polished Stones
itself a gem, one whose “pull” I intend to purchase again
next year.
___________________

It is about mid-day on the first day of the show on
Saturday, and I have already had hundreds of visitors. We
have sold out of the first set of wares, so we begin pulling
out more boxes to put on display. Upon opening one of
said boxes, we discover some delightful Apatite gem
specimens from Desert Gardens. We set them out in the
center of our table, drawing everyone’s attention to them
immediately.

Continued from page 5 – On the Rocks
way, thus helping to keep the bit cool and allowing you
to see the drilling area better.

Enter Jan from Fluorescent Stones. He strolls by
casually and shines his short-wave black light at a couple
of choice stones. He compliments the Apatite gems. He
explains that if a stone changes color under the black light
in broad daylight, then it has a fluorescing property. I pick
up some Apatite specimens and turn them over in my
hand. I form a makeshift darkroom and use his black light
to see them under the right conditions. Yellow. Bright
Neon Yellow. I give Jan back his black light and he
simply about-faces and returns to his booth in the same
casual manner in which he showed up- what a cool guy.

The optimum speed control is somewhere around 1500
to 3000 rpm. The faster you go the hotter the core drill
gets and the water and mud splashes all over. If you go
to slow, the longer it takes to cut the core.
Sintered diamond bits
require cleaning or
dressing before use
and after each use
with an aluminum
oxide stone, thus
revealing a fresh
layer of diamonds
each time.

I notice a young man nearby, not over the age of ten,
who had been listening intently to our conversation. He
has a keen eye- he is staring at the exact four stones Jan
and I had examined for fluorescing properties. This young
prospector hurriedly takes a place at my stand as Jan walks
away, looking at me with expectation in his eyes. Wanting
to take advantage of the opportunity, I suggest that he
might look at the Apatite specimens in the darkroom,
knowing well “the pull” has already begun to mark him.
He gives a quick nod and carries off two specimen boxes
for examination, leaving his waiting mother and a hasty
word of thanks in his wake.

Slowest speed!
Coolant!
&
Minimum pressure!
Also, lock the rock
with wax on the
bottom of the pool
and find away to lock
the pool so it won’t
Dremel Drill Press
move as the Core
(One Way)
Drill won’t move.
_____________

With eyes wide like saucers, the boy runs back,
clutching a specimen in each hand. He is so excited, I
notice, that he sprints the corners back to my stand without
caution- I counted nary a blink. Arriving so, he opens his
The Agatizer
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The El Camino Class of 2018
Receiving Our Annual Donation
On the stage are the El Camino Geology students and Professor Joe Holliday of Geology &
Earth Science who are so important to us in helping us put on this show. We really thank them
for doing some of the hardest work. In return as the old idiom says, “You scratch my back and
I’ll scratch yours”. Here is Leslie Neff & Larry Hoskinson are handing over the annual
Wally Ford El Camino Scholarship check to Joe Holliday. We sincerely thank you.

L to R: Wally Chmiel, Bob Kendall, Lori Kendall, David Campbell,
Martin Milas, Unknown (not in the club)

Our Peoples Choice goes to Chris Curtin. His
collection of pure Acton Agate was well presented.

Due to weather, we had to bring in the Prospectors Club of Southern
California. I think that helped us to get to know them better.

Continued from page 4 – Meeting Minutes

Kelly Hickman
joined our forth
demonstrator who
has received our
CERTIFICATE of
APPRECIATION.
She has been a
demonstrator at
least 24 years for
us.
Congratulations!

1st Place” Quartz on Stand won by Eileen Hill
 congrats to all our other winners!
Leslie Neff moved that we adjourn the meeting
o 2nd: Larry Hoskinson
 Meeting adjourned at 8:24pm
o



_____________________________
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We have new faces in the kitchen, Eileen Hill, Anna Robertson
has taken over the kitchen and the hot dogs (with sauerkraut)
were excellent!

Wow! Who could do better with smiles at the door, Mary
Sharp and Roger Mills

Megan Fox & Mattia Corbo are at the wheel of fortune where
kids learn to prepare to gamble for trinkets

Peggy Hill & Burt Dobratz
The slab rock sale is were you start as a lapidarist.
(A lapidarist is an artist or artisan who forms stone,
minerals, or gemstones into decorative items such as
cabochons, engraved gems, including cameos, and faceted
designs, cutting, grinding, and polishing.)

Jamie Erickson & Eugenia Dickson run the Artisan Showcase
that is the most important experiment that we started in 2010.
The Artisan Showcase encourages our members to be active in
our club. Neither the club or nor the artisan makes much
money from what they make there but it gives the beginner a
source to test their skills & techniques.

We don’t quite know what theses rock buyers do with these
large rocks we sell by the pound but they sure love them.

The Agatizer
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TIPS FROM A JEWELER’S BENCH

A quick and easy solution is to slip a length of 1/8 dia
vinyl tubing over each jaw. It works well and leaves no
sticky residue. The tubing can be found in a store that sells
aquarium supplies. Note that this will increase the size of
the plier jaws a bit, but I haven't found that to be a
problem.
------------PATINA RECIPIES
Sometimes it's fun to explore some new patinas. If this
appeals to you, here are a couple web sites that have ideas
particularly for copper and bronze.
The first is The Science Company at
http://www.sciencecompany.com/Do-It-Yourself-PatinaFormulas-W12C672.aspx with plenty of formulas for a
variety of colors. And there are
more formulas at Tim McCreight's Brynmorgen Press web
site http://www.brynmorgen.com/resources.html

Brad Smith Teaching All Ages

Brad Smith brad@greenheart.com [BenchTips]
NO - MAR PLIERS

Small quantities of chemicals for making your own patinas
are available from The Science Company at
http://www.sciencecompany.com/Patina-ChemicalsPatina-Book-C672.aspx

Pliers can often leave nicks and
scratches on your work. If this is
giving you a problem, first take a
close look at the plier jaws. New
tools can be a little rough. I
typically relieve any sharp edges,
sand away any tool marks, and
give working areas a quick polish.

If you prefer to buy the patinas ready for use, one of the
best sources I've come across is Sculpt Nouveau at
http://www.sculptnouveau.com/
Don't miss all the instructional pdf's on the site and be sure
to take a look at the videos showing how to use the
products at
http://www.youtube.com/sculptnouveau

If that doesn't solve the problem, you probably need to
cover the jaws. Plastic electrical tape provides a quick
fix but can leave messy adhesive on the jaws, and dips
don't seem to last very long.

www.BradSmithJewelry.com
___________________

We have to give Kathy
Polliard thanks for setting up
the two library display cases
simultaneously with a show
setup coming and getting one
of the best photographs I have
seen. Thank you we couldn’t
do it without you.

The Agatizer
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What Ya Been
Up to Lately?

our daughters class students. As far as I could see Carol was
collecting pieces of slabs for a cabbing exercise.
Larry and Leslie were at their regular spot, however, the light
rain had kept their space cover up with plastic some of the
time due to their wood display units. Many people hung
around for the opening of their plastic and a chance to obtain
opal. We spent about four hours talking with all who have
entered the brotherhood of rock hounding, very cool. Of
course, the Victor valley rock club had their food tent, tables
and a sprinkling of porta potties for all. The rain was in the
distance as one could see so we left around 2pm. Sure
enough, by the time we hit Hwy 15, it was raining.

The 42nd Annual Stoddard
Wells by Craig & Kathy Polliard
A sprinkling of rain for a couple
of hours just when we arrived at
9am, Saturday, at the Stoddard
Wells tailgate, however nothing that an umbrella could
not handle, not heavy but we had umbrellas so we used
them, most just worn their jackets. Then the light rain
stopped... Actually, the water makes all the material
look nice, all were in good spirits.

Promised Kathy a trip to the Barstow Outlets, so off we
went, got out of there cheap, lol. Rained all the way home,
however, traffic moved to my surprise. Of course missed you
guys and snack time, another time of course.

Roads were great with no dust of course as the high
desert can soak up water like a dry sponge. The first
thing you noticed or sensed for that matter was the smell
of the desert when its wet, awesome! Club members
were Carol C., Kathy, Larry, Leslie, and myself. Lots of
vendors and believe it or not, people, it was actually
nice.

Stoddard Wells
(A better Year)
Posted by: Brad
Smith (2017
I believe )
<brad@greenhe
art.com>

I bought two small apple green quality jade slabs for $4,
and a cool agate carved alien head, lol, and a nice Apple
Valley local crystal wire wrapped reckless, new school,
from the younger crew. Kathy spent the morning finding
deals on geode halves for the club show and crystals for

South Bay Lapidary & Mineral Society, Inc.
P.O. Box 1606
Torrance, California 90505
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