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Is it Over…
Rock Hunting In Southern California?
Not exactly. If you can walk six miles in the Mojave
Desert and carry out 25 pounds on your back, you are a
winner except for those that can’t. (Come on grandma,
you can do it!)
Back in 1972, James R. Mitchell came
out with a series of Gem Trails books.
They were easy to find places to hunt for
rocks and minerals. Before him there
were others. Now, any rockhound books
of Southern California are going to be no
longer worth for finding locations for
collecting rocks & minerals. I doubt we
will see any new books soon and if any
at all.
Utah and Oregon have lists of rock
hunting places. California doesn’t.
CFMS President Jennifer Haley has
asked BLM if they will make a list.
Let’s see how that works.
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OFFICERS FOR 2018
President
Gale Fussello
Vice President Steve Karno
Secretary
Jamie Erickson
Treasurer
Co- Treasurer
Fed Director

310 702-3633 fussello@yahoo.com
310 251-5323 srkarno@gmail.com
310 956-7467
excephtionalgreen@rocketmail.com
Eugenia Dickson 310 676-5307 dickseug@.yahoo.com
Carol Kron
562 577-9044 carol@bigstudio.com
Terry Vasseur 310 644-2029 wookman67@gmail.com

STANDING COMMITTEE CHAIRFOLKS
Displays &
Mary Sharp &
310 326-5939 solgo1@earthlink.net
Donates
Kitty Lake
310 377-9882 joe-lake@msn.com
Education
Leslie Neff
310 318-2170 lesneff@aol.com
Workshop
Editor
Terry Vasseur
310 644-2029 wookman67@gmail.com
Wally Ford
Larry Hoskinson 310 318-2170 lesneff@aol.com
Scholarship Fund
Field Trip
?
Coordinators
Getting-toCraig Polliard
310-533-4931 craigpolliard@yahoo.com
know-you
Historian
Gale Fussello
310 702-3633 fussello@yahoo.com
Hospitality
?
Membership
Gale Fussello
310 702-3633 fussello@yahoo.com
Property
Craig Polliard
310 533-4931 craigpolliard@yahoo.com
Publicity
Kathy Polliard
310 533-4931 kjpolliard@yahoo.com
Refreshment
Leslie Neff
310 318-2170 lesneff@aol.com
2018 Show Lead Nancy Pekarek 310 257-8152 pekareks@hotmail.com
Show Chairs Megan Fox
310 433-3230 allaboutme@gmail.com
Leslie Neff
310 318-2170 lesneff@aol.com
Lynette Vandeveer 310 379-5852 lyndyla@aol.com
CLUB EXPERTS
Chris Curtin - Fossil Preparation
Burt Dobratz - Fused Glass
Larry Hoskinson - Opal Cutting
Peggy Hill - Lapidary & Beads
Frances McArthur - Rock and Wire Talismans
Ken Oullette - Cuttle Bone Casting & Silver Fabrication
Chris LeMaster - Tumbling
Craig Polliard - Lost Wax Casting, Jade Cove Collector
Toy Sato - Suiseki (Stone Appreciation)
Terry Vasseur - Silver Fabrication
Teresita Vasseur - Pearl Stringing
Lynette Vandeveer - Wirewrap Jewelry

We have an opportunity
to schedule our
September 9, 2018 club
picnic in the large,
covered gazebo in the
middle of Columbia park.
The cost for booking this
site is $50.00 for the day.
VP Steve Karno
Lots of parking, a large
restroom facility nearby, and surrounded by
playground facilities.
Let me know if this works for you. If yes, I can book
the event with my credit card, and request
reimbursement later.
Cheers,
Steve Karno
___________________

The Ice Cream Social
Tuesday July 3
Bring you favorite toppings. Nancy is bringing
the ice cream, Kathy Polliard will bring drinks,
and all will bring a favorite topping if they have
one.
Display and Donate: Mattia Corbo, Chris Curtin,
Lynette Vandeveer

MISSION STATEMENT
This society was formed to collect and study minerals; to teach lapidary arts,
to disseminate knowledge of mineralogy, lapidary work, and related
activities; to exhibit specimens for public education; and to exchange
information related to the earth sciences.
MONTHLY MEETINGS
Meetings are scheduled on the First Tuesday of the month, 6:30 p.m., in the
meeting room of the Torrance Public Library, 3301, Torrance Blvd.. Visitors
and guests are always welcomed at all club events.
MEMBERSHIP
Annual dues for a single member is $15 and $20 for a family payable by the
1st of the year. An annual 12 month subscription to the Agatizer comes with
membership. A subscription to the Agatizer alone is $20.
WEBSITE Webmaster Jamie Erickson
Southbaylapidaryandmineralsociety.com
PDF READER LINK
http://www.adobe.com/products/acrobat/readstep2.html
AGATIZER CIRCULATION
December 2017 94 - June 2018 77
SBL&MS TAX STATUS
The South Bay Lapidary & Mineral Society is a nonprofit
501 ( c ) 3 organization, Tax ID # 95-350730
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From The President Message

From The Editor’s Desk

We had another wonderful
meeting with quite a few
guests. We gave badges to 2
new members which makes 4
new members in 2 months.
Perhaps interest is looking up!!

We have a half a year to find a
new Vice President. Steve
Karno has told us that he is
retiring and moving to Las
Vegas. I don’t blame him, I
would like to get out of
California too but I think it’s
to late for me. I’m smelling
more taxes coming.

At out next meeting, our yearly
ice cream social, I will bring ice
cream (vanilla, sugar free
President Gale Fussello
vanilla, chocolate, and
strawberry) plus bowls, spoons,
serving spoons, and napkins. Members, please bring what
ever topping you prefer.
___________________

Now that I am finishing my 10th editor of the Agatizer
and my fifth year of my Federation Director, I’m hoping
someone will jump up in gleam to take over. Then I woke
up. It was just a dream.
____________________

We Have A Gold Mine!
- - - FEDERATION DIRECTOR - - CFMS Field Trips - North
Field Trip to Davis Creek/Lassen Creek
July 26 – 29, 2018
The flyer is out, there is lot a of interest and we
have many signups. We are having a field trip!!! Most
attendees will be camping with us at the Lassen Creek
Campground but at least one will be "moteling it" it
nearby. Because our group is expected to be more than 75
people the Forest Service requires that we get a Special
Use Permit that outlines our expected numbers and our
activities. Since our field trip is a non-commercial activity
this is a free permit. Acquiring this permit is a good thing;
it documents our use of our public lands for the legal and
prescribed use of casual rockhounding.

The Inside of The Torrance Cultural Arts Center

We have a gold mine and it is time to dig in and pan it.

Obsidian can be used and is used in many lapidary
and craft application. My wife Betty, cuts 1/8" thick slabs
and uses them in stunning creations using the stained glass
techniques. Obsidian needles are used to make wind
chimes. And of course obsidian has been knapped for
thousands of years to make arrowheads, knives and
scrappers. Sheen obsidian is used to make stunning cabs
and jewelry. What have you done with obsidian? Bring
your creations to share at a "Show and Tell". If you knap
bring your tools and have a "knapp in" and demonstrate
your talents

We (me, Teresita, and Craig) went to the June Saturday
23, 2018; TOCA Southbay Festival of the Arts after going
to the Culver City Gem and Minerals Society. I asked
Craig if he could show me the lab he learned casting. I
couldn’t believe it! It is beautiful. It doesn’t have rock
saws and grinders. That’s at the Bartlett Center. This is
for learning silver fabrication (and other arts).

Davis Creek/Lassen Creek is the premier California
obsidian collecting area with an abundance of a great
variety of beautiful obsidian. This area is located on Buck
Mtn. in the heart of the Modoc National Forest. In
addition to the daily collecting trips we will have a potluck
dinner, happy hours, evening campfires, knapping
demonstrations, and a great rockhound get-together.

Continued on page 6
The Agatizer

– Continued on page 7
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General Meeting June 5, 2018



6:40pm Opening and Pledge of Allegiance with President Gale Fussello
Officer Reports:
o Vice President- Steve Karno
 A guest speaker is only available in November, so Steve Karno moves
that we move the Silent Auction from November to October










2nd: Nancy Pekarek
o Motion carried
 July is the Ice Cream Social- bring toppings to share!
Secretary Jamie Erickson
 August Mary Ann hunter, fine jewelry expert
o Secretary- Jamie Erickson
 Please contact Jamie if you would like anything published on the web site; we have a lot of subscribers so it would reach a lot of people
 We will be putting up information on how to access the Bartlett Center lapidary shop on the website
soon!
o Treasurer- Eugenia Dickson
 See report on table
o Agatizer- Terry Vasseur
 Nothing to report
o Federation Director- Terry Vasseur
 Nothing to report
We have 19 members and 10 guests- welcome!
Program: Steve Karno Presents Francis Lau and his presentation on pearls and how they form
o Thanks so much for coming to see us again, and congratulations on your retirement!
7:47pm Display and Donate
o Gale Fussello and her Ruby and Zoisite finds!
7:50pm Break
8:17pm New Business
o Constitution and Bylaws changes read aloud to club by Jamie Erickson
 Discussion to edit section on ‘Dissolution’ to specify that a benefiting recipient of SBLMS funds
must be a non profit corporation
Jamie Erickson presents the following recommendations from the Executive Board to the club members:
o The Executive Board recommends to the club that we have an auditor audit our Show Account from 2017.
Any further Audits or financial changes will be pending the results of the audit.
 Larry Hoskinson moves that the Board be allowed to solicit an auditor with a spending limit of $1,000
for services rendered


o

o

2nd: Steve Karno
o Motion carried
Annual financial report for club of reoccurring account transactions along with the annual report will be published once a year for the curtesy of the club members by the board. It will be emailed, and available in paper
copy at general meetings.
The Executive Board would like to nominate for Carol Kron for co Treasurer
 Larry Hoskinson moves that we elect Carol Kron as co Treasurer





2nd: Al Richards
o Motion carried- welcome to the aboard Carol!
8:32 Raffle- great prizes, and even better winners!
Motion made to adjourn meeting by Larry Hoskinson
o 2nd: Terry Vasseur
 Meeting adjourned at 8:43 pm
__________________________

– Continued on page 10
The Agatizer
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ON THE
ROCKs

with

The Bulletin Board
TV

NEXT MEETING: July 3, 2018

Tips–Ideas–Questions &
Answers, on Anything
Relating to the Hobby
(submissions welcomed)

BOARD MEETING: July 24, 2018
PROGRAM: Ice Cream Social, the Club will pay
the Ice Cream

What’s in Those Silver Cleaning Cloths?
If silver polished would keep its shine it might be worth
more than gold, but it doesn’t. Silver oxidizes. Boiling
eggs are the worst if you have silver near. Sulfur oxides
in the air will turn your silver brown and black. I
remember we were driving by a sewer plant in Nebraska.
Whew! Even the air condition couldn't keep the smell
out. I had some silver jewelry wrapped in cloth. All of
my silver had turned black in a few minutes.

FEEDBACK
Letters to the Editor

Open loop, no feedback this month.

If you have silver jewelry that needs a little polish you
will probably want to use one of those cleaning cloths.
They have some kind of chemicals that wipe away the
oxidize. There are several names of to buy but none will
tell you what they put in them (a secret substance). The
wiping is a little work but it is safer than using motorized
buffs.

2018 Show Calendar
No CFMS Federation Shows in July (go on vacation).

Silver chains are another item that needs even more safer
cleaning, especially the small fine chains. That is the
Aluminum Foil Boil.
What you need
1 cup part hot water
1 table spoon baking soda
1 table spoon white salt
½ cup white vinegar
1 sheet of tin foil (shiny side up
aluminum)
A soup bowl

liquid will do the work and after a few minutes dry the silver
with a soft cloth.
If you are doing silver fabrication you will likely need a
bobbing compound and a bobbing wheel. That makes fast
cutting on metals. It’s called jewelers polish. It has a tan
color bar that takes off the scab from torching flames and
pickled acid. Be aware though, the compound has silica
Then there is another bobbing compound that cuts less on
soft metals. That is a white compound. If you are working
with regular or plated gold and silver, you will want to use a
soft cotton flannel wheel with a super-fine white buffing for
a final finishing polish work.
The green Zam (chrome oxide), has several useful ways to
use it. It polishes soft minerals like turquoise and variscite.
It also is good for polishing steel tools that will get fine rust
in high humidity areas.
______________________

Boil the water and line the shiny side of the aluminum in
the bowl. Put the salt & the baking soda in the aluminum
lined in the bottom bowl. Slowly add the vinegar and stir
it the salts and soda so they will dissolve and not scratch
the silver. Add the boiled water and put the silver in. The
The Agatizer
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Continued from page 3 - Federation Director

CFMS Convention Sept 15, 2018 with the Feather River
Lapidary & Mineral Society, Inc. Show, Sept 15 & 16,
2018, at the Silver Dollar Fairgrounds, Chico, California.
It is very important to have your society’s Federation
Director attend this convention, or to send your Alternate
to the meeting. We’ve had feedback from a couple of our
societies who would like to host future CFMS shows and
conventions for us. However, their annual show dates are
during the month or one month away from our annual
November Business Meeting. Given the distances within
the CFMS territory of societies scattered across three
states, we would be hard pressed to ask our directors to
make two long trips so close together.

Contra Costa M&GS will host the CFMS FT-N
field trip to Davis Creek and Lassen Creek to collect the
abundant and beautiful obsidian of Buck Mtn. on July 26
to 29, 2018. This trip is open to all members of the
California Federation of Mineralogical Societies and their
guests. Everyone who agrees to adhere to the American
Federation of Mineralogical Societies Code of Ethics,
abide by the direction of the field trip leaders, and practice
safe rockhounding is welcome to attend.
There is still plenty of time to signup. Join Jim
Barton and me for this a great rockhounding adventure.
Please notify me no later than 7/23/18 if you plan to
attend; a trip flyer with directions and details is available.
Contact me if you have questions or need more
information: Dick Pankey, Email: dickpankey@juno.com
(preferred); or Ph. 925-439-7509.

CFMS Endowment Fundraiser at the Feather River
event...As a reminder, because we are not having a hosted
show this year, we are having a convention only, while
enjoying a fun society show. We will be “pulling out all
the stops” at the CFMS Endowment Fund Table and
Endowment Fund Raffle as our means of drawing income
this year. To make this a success, we need your help
bringing items for the table to sell, and the donation of
special items for raffle ticket sales. We would love to
hear about what you are donating for the raffle early, so
we can mention those items in the Federation newsletter.
Go out and play, put your hearts and souls into the hobby
and make wonderful memories. It’s what we do best and
it’s our gift to give.

______________________________

CFMS PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
By Jennifer Haley
Happy news! The Pasadena Lapidary Society is hosting
the Annual CFMS Show & Convention next year! The
event will be held in the spring at the Fairplex, Pomona,
CA., on March 8, 9, 10, 2019.

__________________

Previously, the Pasadena society hosted a CFMS show
and convention for our federation back in 2014, at the
same facility the event will be held at in 2019. They did
a great job then, and the show was a big success.

The Return of Frances Lau Again With:
“Everything You Ever Wanted To Know About
Cultured Pearls That You Were Afraid To Ask”

When Pasadena’s society members tossed around the
idea of hosting the show next year, they all loved the
idea, and eagerly were volunteering to help. Their
members are to be commended for their society spirit,
and for their enthusiasm in celebration of hosting an
assembly of all our mineralogical societies for the
Federation.
I want to personally thank all the societies who quickly
responded by casting your vote in support of the event.
As you know we could not wait until our next Business
Meeting in September to take a vote, because it would
not give the society enough time to reserve the facility
and to organize the event. The call for a vote went out on
Sunday evening, May 5 . By th that evening votes started
coming in. The next 24 hrs I made close to fifty phone
calls to help bring in votes and answer any questions
societies had. We received a quorum very quickly in
favor of Pasadena Lapidary Society hosting the show.
There were no votes in disfavor.

The last time Mr Lau came to see us was in June 2015.
In his last trip to China, he said, “Things have
changed”... Indeed! The pearls we bought in 2010 were
much better and of course, cheaper. Still, it is nice to
see Frances again.
He had some strings of interesting gray pearls. They
were a little dull but there was a group of women buying
them up (including my wife).

“Name That Dino” Contest- For those of you who have
juniors in your society, don’t forget to give the kids some
fun by naming that dino! The due date to enter is July
31, 2018. A link to the entry form is on the CFMS
website calendar page.
The Agatizer

__________________
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Continued from page 3 - Gold Mine

I talked to Brad Smith at the Culver show. I asked him if
we could be able to have him teaching in Torrance, would
he be interested. He said yes. Something happened at
Santa Monica school he had been teaching for many
years. He is still teaching. He found another place.

What We Need
1) What time could we have to have two to three hours in
the lab once a week?
2) What will it cost us for using the Torrance lab and its
tools?
3) What will Torrance need of a teacher to allow the
Arts lab?
4) What will our teacher cost for our members?

The Agatizer
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FOR SALE
I Have a 27-inch Double Vibrator Lap machine for
grinding flat large rocks. I also have another one (they're
twins) that has a spinning wheel for polishing those flat
rocks. They were made in South Pasadena, Calif in 1959
for the Northrop-Grumman (Recreation) Gem and
Mineral Club. The picture is the Vibrator Lap with some

of the big shots taking a look at it. Those were the great
days when the government company executives thought
recreation was important.
Well, in 2001 Northrop decided they wanted the club to
close down. Elon Musk now has the building for
SpaceX...work hard and no play. They didn't want the
equipment so we packed up. Jimmy Lapham (the club
president) had to go back to Louisiana. Most of the stuff
was sold or given away except these two machines so I
bought the two for $200. I really didn't want them but I
bought them to help him go back home.
These two machines belong in a workshop polishing
petrified wood slabs with a guy to clean them up, keep
'em oiled, and maybe slap a little paint on. I just didn't
have that kind of interest.
The only thing I did was I had my neighbor (the welder)
make them wheels so they were mobile. That cost me
another $100. The motors run. I tested again. I would
like to get away both for $300. Brand new ones are
$3000.
Terry Vasseur
wookman67@gmail.com
_______________________

The Agatizer
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TIPS FROM A JEWELER’S

rings. I use a saw to
get the best fit when
closing the rings
later. I've seen all
sorts of suggestions
for ways to hold the
coil, but the one that
works best for me is
this little jig made
from scrap wood.
It's about 2 inches wide and 4-5 inches long with a groove
cut down its length to cradle the coil of wire and a thin
stop attached to the front end.
To cut the rings,
thread your saw
blade through the
coil, hold the coil
down in the groove
and against the front
stop, and saw
through the bottom
of the coil at about a
40 degree angle.

Brad Smith Teaching All Ages

SAVE WHEN BUYING SILVER
Silver products like sheet, wire, and casting shot are sold
by the Troy ounce at what is called the spot price. That's
what companies pay for the pure metal on the
commodities market, and the spot price changes daily.
But in addition to the
spot price, there is also a
cost to fabricate the
metal into wire or sheet,
so the price of the item
you buy is the cost of the
metal plus the cost to
make it. Different
products have different
fabrication charges because each takes a different amount
of labor. Also, different companies will have different
fabrication charges because of local labor rates and their
desired profit margin.

Don't forget to use some wax or cutting lube. It really
does make a difference. If you don't believe me, do an
experiment while you're cutting a lot of rings. Count how
many rings can be cut before the blade breaks. First, do
the test without lube, and then do it again while adding
some lube to the blade after cutting every 8-10 rings.
It's the best way I've ever found to hold the coils easily
and securely. If the coil doesn't move, you break fewer
blades. And it is safer than some other techniques because
you are cutting away from the fingers.
================

You can save money by finding a company with a lower
fabrication charge. Also, note that the fabrication charge
per ounce is less on larger orders, so you can save more
by buying more. Find a friend to place a joint order and
split the shipping charges.
But for casting purposes, there's an even better way to
save. Buy your silver at a coin store. They sell bars and
rounds in pure and Sterling for the spot price plus about a
dollar per ounce.

Jewelry Skills With Brad's "How To Do It" Books
http://amazon.com/author/bradfordsmith
___________________

The local coin shop adds only a small profit over the spot
price. So I save about $3 per ounce, pay no shipping
charges, don't have to wait for mail order, and support a
local business.
================
SAWING JUMP RINGS
The difficult part of making jump rings for me has always
been holding the coil while cutting off the individual
The Agatizer
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What Yak Been
Up to Lately?
Roger Mills is always
siting at the front door
greeting our customers
coming to our rock show.
He always wears his navel cap with the USS
PCE 896 that was Commissioned November
27 1944.

Life Member Roger Mills and his daughter Carol just
came back from a naval reunion in New Orleans where
they attended the WWII Museum's 18rh birthday which
was also the 74th anniversary of D-Day. Roger is
shown saluting during the playing of the national
anthem.

South Bay Lapidary & Mineral Society, Inc.
P.O. Box 1606
Torrance, California 90505
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