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Affiliated with The California Federation of
Mineralogical Societies and The American
Federation of Mineralogical Societies

Why Did Tyrannosaurus Rex Have Tiny Arms?

[ Answer ]

T. Rex males liked to used their arms and hands
to grab females’s two-toys*.
(Of course, they weren't mammals (chuckles)! I think some scientist must have been playing poker and
drinking when they were trying to understand why T. Rex had such small arms. Anyway, It took 10
million years or so of evolution to turn him into the begin of a bird. In those days running on two legs
ran faster than on four but if they really didn’t need their arms, scientists said they would have lost their
arms earlier. So, I guess there is no answer yet.
– I read it in the Micro Soft News
* ( Two-toys is a Philippine slang )
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OFFICERS FOR 2018
President
Vice President Steve Karno
Secretary
Jamie Erickson
Treasurer
Co- Treasurer
Fed Director

310 251-5323 srkarno@gmail.com
310 956-7467
exceptionalgreen@rocketmail.com
Eugenia Dickson 310 676-5307 dickseug@.yahoo.com
Carol Kron
562 577-9044 carol@bigstudio.com
Anna Robertson 310 309-7427 am57@sbcglobal.net

November Tuesday 6, 2018
Display and Donate: Eileen Hill, Burt Dobratz

Drinks:
STANDING COMMITTEE CHAIRFOLKS
Displays &
Mary Sharp &
310 326-5939 solgo1@earthlink.net
Donates
Kitty Lake
310 377-9882 joe-lake@msn.com
Education
Leslie Neff
310 318-2170 lesneff@aol.com
Workshop
Editor
Terry Vasseur
310 644-2029 wookman67@gmail.com
Wally Ford
Larry Hoskinson 310 318-2170 lesneff@aol.com
Scholarship Fund
Field Trip
?
Coordinators
Getting-toCraig Polliard
310-533-4931 craigpolliard@yahoo.com
know-you
Historian
Gale Fussello
310 702-3633 fussello@yahoo.com
Hospitality
?
Membership
Gale Fussello
310 702-3633 fussello@yahoo.com
Property
Craig Polliard
310 533-4931 craigpolliard@yahoo.com
Publicity
Kathy Polliard
310 533-4931 kjpolliard@yahoo.com
Refreshment
Leslie Neff
310 318-2170 lesneff@aol.com
2018 Show Lead Nancy Pekarek 310 257-8152 pekareks@hotmail.com
Show Chairs Megan Fox
310 433-3230 allaboutme@gmail.com
Leslie Neff
310 318-2170 lesneff@aol.com
Lynette Vandeveer 310 379-5852 lyndyla@aol.com
CLUB EXPERTS
Chris Curtin - Fossil Preparation
Burt Dobratz - Fused Glass
Larry Hoskinson - Opal Cutting
Peggy Hill - Lapidary & Beads
Frances McArthur - Rock and Wire Talismans
Ken Oullette - Cuttle Bone Casting & Silver Fabrication
Chris LeMaster - Tumbling
Craig Polliard - Lost Wax Casting, Jade Cove Collector
Toy Sato - Suiseki (Stone Appreciation)
Terry Vasseur - Silver Fabrication
Teresita Vasseur - Pearl Stringing
Lynette Vandeveer - Wirewrap Jewelry

If someone wants to find the sugar free pie
and sugar free whipped cream the club will
pay for it, please let Leslie know by Nov 1.

Haven’t Been to the Opal Show Lately?
There is an opal show on Nov 3 and 4 from 10
am till 6 pm, at the Business Expo Center,
1960 S. Anaheim Way, Anaheim, 92805.
It might be worth a visit.
- - - OPAL - - -

They say the Secrets To Living To 100 is;
wine, chocolate, ice cream, hard work,
walking, and tea.
(Also throw in some oatmeal and eggs)
- That’s fine for me!

MISSION STATEMENT
This society was formed to collect and study minerals; to teach lapidary arts,
to disseminate knowledge of mineralogy, lapidary work, and related
activities; to exhibit specimens for public education; and to exchange
information related to the earth sciences.
MONTHLY MEETINGS
Meetings are scheduled on the First Tuesday of the month, 6:30 p.m., in the
meeting room of the Torrance Public Library, 3301, Torrance Blvd.. Visitors
and guests are always welcomed at all club events.
MEMBERSHIP
Annual dues for a single member is $15 and $20 for a family payable by the
1st of the year. An annual 12 month subscription to the Agatizer comes with
membership. A subscription to the Agatizer alone is $20.
WEBSITE Webmaster Jamie Erickson
Southbaylapidaryandmineralsociety.com
PDF READER LINK
http://www.adobe.com/products/acrobat/readstep2.html
AGATIZER CIRCULATION
December 2017 94 - June 2018 77
SBL&MS TAX STATUS
The South Bay Lapidary & Mineral Society is a nonprofit
501 ( c ) 3 organization, Tax ID # 95-350730
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Munches: Leslie will bring 2 pumpkin pies, 1
sugar free pie and sugar free whipped cream
if I can find it in a can, whipped cream, Apple
Juice and Water, paid for by club.

2

If anyone needs a free case, like the ones we
use at the show, Joe Cocke has one to give. If
you are interested, let me know and I will give
you his phone number.
Leslie Neff
310 318-2170 lesneff@aol.com

November Anniversaries
Mary Sharp

November 22

November Birthdays
Linda Hoskinson

November 11
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From The President Message

From The Editor’s Desk

This is a hard decision for me
to make but my health dictates
it. The stress is causing more
health problems and
consequently I must resign my
position as President and as a
member of SBLMS.

After the Northrop Grumman
Gem & Mineral Club closed
up around 2003, we joined
the South Bay club. Mary
Sharp (who had the Agatizer
for 15 years!) was looking
for someone to take over the
newsletter. In 2008 Gale
took over it up but I don’t
think she really liked doing
it. In 2009 I picked it up and she was happy.

I appreciate your support and I
hate to leave you in the lurch,
President Gale Fussello
but it is the right decision for
me.
- Gale
___________________

In 2010 President Jimmy Lapham had to move back to
Louisiana and again Gale had to take over as the
President in 2011 and 2012. Once again Gale was glad
that Eugenia Dickson could take over the president in
2013. In 2014 Nancy Pekarek took over as President
until she had to take care of her husband in 2018. So
Gale was once again sent to be her last job the 2018
president.

How Kalamazoo & Minnesota Clubs
Grew Their Shows!
Five years ago Kalamazoo had about 3000 attending the
show. In May 2018 there were 4500. They eliminated the
traditional channels of advertising since the responses on
email and Facebook was so much better.

Whether or not, she was always a good soldier.
____________

In the 1950’s, businesses had to have secretaries, mostly
women. When our club started they had to have three
people writing and typing for the secretary and the
newsletter. There were no un-open spaces in those days.

FACEBOOK CHANGED THE GAME
Facebook’s strengths to expand the reach of a basic
Facebook ad. The main focus using Facebook Ads is to get
the ads to go ‘viral’. This means once a certain threshold
of ‘Interested’ clicks is reached, Facebook algorithms take
over, and the ads and posts are increasingly fed into more
and more news feeds as the ‘authority voice’ is recognized
and weighed over other ads, growing the visibility
exponentially.

If nobody wants to be a secretary now, why not get a:
Record From Voice to Microsoft Word Text?
(A Microphone Setup)
CFMS does it: “I’m Terry Vasseur, blal, bla, blal…”
Any microphone can work with Windows Speech
Recognition, as long as its quality is high enough to
record clear dictation. Connect a microphone to your
computer's audio input jack or USB port, depending on
its connection type. Press the “Windows” key, type “Set
Up a Microphone” (without quotes, here and throughout),
click “Settings” and press “Enter.” When the microphone
setup wizard opens, follow the onscreen instructions to
optimize your voice input.
____________

Using FaceBook as the primary advertising platform, there
were several approaches that proved to impact attendance.
A WORD OF WARNING
So, like opening Pandora’s box, success of this type of
promotion will impact the entire club’s involvement and
require more and volunteers, strong leadership, more
donations and activities, in addition to the usual challenge
of coordinating the show venders, demonstrators and
displays. Aim for slow growth, implementing a few of
these ideas at tie so the club can build up a strong support
base. Without an active club, this promotion would not
work well, taxing an already over-worked membership.

We went to Max Factor
Building, in Hollywood,
just to spend some time.
I didn’t think it would be
too interesting but once
you get down in the dark
basement it's kind of fun
with some of my favorite
monsters. And how can
you not get a picture with
Marilyn Monroe.

AFMS Newsletter November 2018
______________________

The Agatizer
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- Thanks Kathy
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Generation Name

Births Start

Births End
1915

Youngest Age
Today*
103

Oldest Age
Today*
128

The Lost Generation
The Generation of
1914

1890

The Interbellum
Generation

1901

1913

105

117

The Greatest
Generation

1910

1924

94

108

The Silent
Generation

1925

1945

73

93

Baby Boomer
Generation

1946

1964

54

72

Generation X
(Baby Bust)

1965

1979

39

53

Xennials

1975

1985

33

43

Millennials
Generation Y, Gen
Next

1980

1994

24

38

Gen / Gen Z

1995

2012

6

23

Gen Alpha

2013

2018+

5

?

1. The New York Mineralogical Club started in 1886 and the Philadelphia Mineralogical Society in started
1892.
2. Groups in California joined together in 1935 (The Greatest Generation) to form the California Federation
of Mineralogical Societies.
3. Ellan Barrett and Mary Barrett (The Silent Generation) started the South Bay Mineral club in 1948.
4. The California Federation of Mineralogical Societies accepted The South Bay Lapidary & Mineral
Society into full membership in 1956 (The Baby Boomer Generation).
Some of us left from other clubs that had to close up and we found a new club, the South Bay.
5. We have (Generation X, the Baby Bust), (Xennials), and (Millennials) investigating our clubs but will
they settle in and make a way to a satisfied a hobby or will they move on and end our clubs?
___________________________

The Agatizer
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ON THE
ROCKs

with

The Bulletin Board
TV

NEXT MEETING: November 6

Tips–Ideas–Questions &
Answers, on Anything
Relating to the Hobby
(submissions welcomed)

BOARD MEETING: N/A
PROGRAM: Topic Name: Aviation
Archaeology - Discovering Missing Aircraft, and
Why They Went Missing. Also, Colonel
Wetterhahn will be selling autographed copies of
his book "The Last Flight of Bomber-31" for
$15/copy

A Rock Collecting Story #1
In only a couple of years of Rockhounding, you will find
yourselves a pile or two of rocks. They can be agates,
petrified wood, jasper, minerals, or just plane odds. And
those for cutting and polishing, you will probably never
be able to consume all of them.

Biography: Ralph Wetterhahn is widely read in
Air & Space Smithsonian, Popular Science, the
Bangkok Post Newspaper, Soldier of Fortune, the
U.S. Air Force Academy Checkpoints Magazine,
the Retired Officers Magazine, Vietnam
Magazine, among others. His work has been
featured on America Online. The USAF Fighter
Weapons Review and Interstate Electronics
Corporation have published his technical writing.
He is a former U.S. Air Force fighter pilot who
served combat tours during the Vietnam War with
both the Air Force and the Navy, then attended
the University of Southern California Professional
Writing Program. He is fluent in Thai, has
traveled to and written extensively about aviation,
travel, science, and done investigative journalism
in Vietnam, Thailand, Laos, and Cambodia.

Sitting in my backyard swing one afternoon, I had some
rocks on the table to look at. It occurred to me that some
of those rocks had interesting stories. So I picked up a
piece of volcanic black basalt that had a side with tiny
green crystals, forsterite, a magnesium-silicon oxide
(Mg2SiO4) or the better-known
peridotite, the olivine green
crystals for jewelry. I found
that rock in Dish Hill off the
National Trails Hwy route 66
near Siberia (in the Mojave).
Dish Hill is a 500 foot extinct
volcano although you wouldn't think it was one. It is
said it must have exploded away the West side cone
because the west side is gone. Craig Polliard dragged
out one of those huge volcanic bombs a quarter mile
away or as a geologist would say a pyroclastic deposit.
Anyway, that is a great piece of evidence.

look at a rock he had that he thought he might have a
large meteorite. I said sure, I'd take a look at it.

Geologists say the active period in the Bristol Mountains
started in the Quaternary somewhere around 11.7 million
years. This was when the West Coast subduction was
starting to stop.
__________

There are three types of meteorite you might find: iron
meteorites, stone meteorite, and stone meteorites from the
moon and Mars. The iron types are the most founded and
the easiest to confirm. Iron meteorites are almost 90%
iron and iron found on earth is almost hematite, iron
oxide Fe2O3. When stromatolites (living algae) came in
the Precambrian period, oxygen was released that
attached to the iron in water making hematite. Some
hematites look like pure iron but if you grind a piece in
water you will see a deep red color.

Collected Rock From A Deceased Story #2
Bill Berkley was quite a guy, the old US Marine had
joined and worked in both the Northop Grumman Gem
& Mineral Club and the South Bay Club. When he knew
his days were coming to an end, he set up a sale for his
life of collectings. I missed it on that Sunday, I don’t
know why and I heard he was disappointed that I didn't
show up.

I showed the guy his rock was iron when I put a magnet
on it but the grind test said it was earth iron. It weighed
19.1 pounds. If it had been a meteorite, it would have
been worth $4000 or more. After that he took off and left
it with me, now it is setting on my porch.

After he had passed away, a young fellow was taking
care of Bill's leftovers. I bought a few things from him,
but there wasn't much left. I thought that was it. A few
months later another guy called me. He wanted me to
The Agatizer

Bill Berkley once told me is father was an Arizona miner.
That’s probably where that rock came from.
_________________
5

Nov 2018, Vol. LXIII No. 11

South Bay Lapidary & Mineral Society

FEEDBACK

Arizona BLM Collection Limits

Letters to the Editor

Rocks, minerals and semiprecious gemstones may be
collected on public lands managed by the BLM without
charge or permit as long as:

Your club's help requested to protect rockhounding on public land

1. The specimens are for personal use and are not
collected for commercial purposes or bartered to
commercial dealers.

editor Delvings
Hello fellow editors and rockhounds,
Please forward this to your club's board. We need clubs to
co-sign a comment letter to the BLM supporting rock
collecting on the land removed from the Grand StaircaseEsclante NM in southern Utah. The BLM proposes to reopen this area to rockhounds, but many environmental
groups will be opposing this. Without public comments in
support of rockhounding, the BLM won't be able to
implement their "preferred alternative" (Alternative D).
Attached is a flyer with instructions how to be a co-signer
of the comment letter.

2. You may collect reasonable amounts of specimens. In
Arizona, BLM sets the "reasonable" limits for personal
use as up to 25 pounds per day, plus one piece, with a
total limit of 250 pounds per year. These limits are for
mineral specimens, common invertebrate fossils,
semiprecious gemstones, other rock, and petrified wood.
3. A group of people does not pool their yearly
allotment to collect a piece larger than 250 pounds of
either rockhounding specimens or petrified wood.
4. Collection does not occur in developed recreation
sites or areas, unless designated as a rockhounding area
by BLM.

Here is the actual comment letter drafted by the SCPS:
http://www.sdmg.org/blmdocs/GSENMKEPA_2018_ltr.pdf

5. Collection is not prohibited or restricted and posted.

Here is more information about the issue:
http://www.sdmg.org/articles/201809/Public_Comment_
Period_Open_on_Southern_Utah_monuments.pdf
We welcome all organizations which would like to cosign, and also individuals with relevant positions/job titles
(geologists/paleontologists, current and past officers of
relevant organizations, including rockhound groups, to the
extent that individuals do not duplicate groups co-signing).

6. Collection, excavation or removal are not aided with
motorized or mechanical devices, including heavy
equipment or explosives. Metal detectors are acceptable,
with the exception of the San Pedro National
Conservation Area.
7. No undue or unnecessary degradation of the public
lands occurs during the removal of rock, minerals, or
gemstones.

Andrew Hoekstra
Editor & Treasurer, Delvers G&MS
VP, SoCal Paleontological Society
Paleontological Specialist, Public Lands Committee,
CFMS

8. For pieces of petrified wood heavier than 250 pounds
or situation not covered here, please contact your local
BLM office.
9. If you wish to obtain more than 250 lbs. of rock in a
year, please visit the local BLM office to arrange to
purchase it.

--------I have gone to BLM meetings and wrote letters for our
rock collectors but little has come from it. BLM seems to
want to keep us citizens off of as much government land
possible. Scientist need space alone and now BLM men
need to carry guns.

Arizona Collecting Artifacts & Fossils
Indian and Other Historical Artifacts: You may not
collect any artifacts, ancient or historical, on public
lands. This includes arrow heads or flakes, pottery or
potsherds, mats, rock art, old bottles or pieces of
equipment and buildings. These items are part of our
national heritage and scientists are still learning much
from them. Human burial remains on both public and
private land are protected by federal and state law from
being collected.

We got lucky last year with a large chunk of the 2 million
acres of the “Bears Ears”, in Utah. The BLM wanted to
turn it into a monument (no rock hunting). Trump
knocked it down 85%. But now the BLM is trying again
to do the Grand Staircase-Excalante and the KanabEscalante (which was supposed to be part of the Bears
Ears).
And BLM already has their new rockhounding collecting,
minerals, artifacts & fossils. Look ‘em up (Arizona BLM).
______________
The Agatizer

Continued on page 7
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Continued from page 7 - Arizona BLM Collections

2018 Show Calendar
Vertebrate Fossils: These include dinosaurs,
mammals, sharks and fish, or any animal with skeletal
structure. You cannot collect these fossils.



Invertebrate Fossils: These include ammonites,
trilobites, and common plant fossils such as leaf
impressions and cones, and may be collected in
reasonable amounts.
Petrified wood can also be collected for personal use —
up to 25 pounds each day, plus one piece, but no more
than 250 pounds in any calendar year (43 CFR 3622).
These materials must be for your personal collection
and cannot be sold or traded.



Mineral Collecting on Public Lands
Rocks are usually combinations of two or more
minerals. The portions of different minerals making up
rocks may vary, and the combinations of minerals may
change within rocks of the same name. Granite,
composed of quartz and potassium feldspar - usually
with small amounts of mica or hornblende, may contain
as many as a dozen other minerals. In addition, the
portions of each of the minerals may shift from one
deposit to another. This gives rise to the variety of local
names.





Because rocks are made up of varying mixtures of
minerals, and because there are about two thousand
different minerals, the number of possible combinations
is limitless. It is therefore very difficult to classify rocks
except in broad, general groups. The most general
classification of rocks is by method of formation:
Igneous, Sedimentary and Metamorphic.



Mineral specimens are normally examples of a specific
mineral or assemblage of minerals collected by people.
Mineral specimens can also include rock types.
Examples of mineral specimens found in Arizona
include: quartz, azurite, malachite, selenite and calcite.
Semi-precious gemstones are used in jewelry-making
and decorative arts. They are usually rocks that can be
faceted or polished and are able to hold a shine. To
collect semi-precious gemstones for commercial
purposes, or in amounts greater than those indicated on
this page, you should locate a mining claim. Contact
your local BLM office to obtain information on
locating a mining claim.

AMERICAN OPAL SOCIETY
November 3 - 4: ANAHEIM, CA
Business Expo Center
1960 S. Anaheim Way
Hours: Sat 10 - 6; Sun 10 - 5
Contact: Veronica Purpura, (714) 501-9959
Email: info@opalsociety.org
Website: www.opalsociety.org
INDIAN WELLS GEM & MINERAL SOCIETY
November 3 - 4: RIDGECREST, CA
Desert Empire Fairgrounds
520 South Richmond Road
Hours: 9 - 5 daily
Contact: John DeRosa, (760) 375-7905
Email: jfrocks@dslextreme.com
WHOLESALE & RETAIL SHOW
November 9 - 11 Santa Ana, CA
Holiday Inn - Orange County Airport
2726 S. Grande Ave
Fri 10-6, Sat 10-6, Sun 10-5; Free
Fossils, gems, jewelry, meteorites, beads,
Email: mineralshowslld@gmail.com
Website: mineralshowslll.com
WHOLESALE & RETAIL SHOW
November 9 - 11 Costa Mesa, CA
Hilton Orange County, 3050 Bristol St.,
Fri 10-6, Sat 10-6, Sun 10-5; Free; $5 Parking
Email: mineralshowslid@gmail.com
Website: mineralshowslid.com
OXNARD GEM & MINERAL SOCIETY
November 17 - 18: OXNARD, CA
Oxnard Performing Arts Center
800 Hobson Way Hours: Sat. 9 - 5; Sun. 10 - 4
Contact: Stephanie Hagiwara, (805) 394-8002
Email: webmaster@oxnardgem.com
Website: http://oxnardgem.com

Collecting of mineral and fossil resources is prohibited in
certain areas being managed under special designation to
protect their scientific and natural values, such as
Research Natural Areas, National Conservation Areas,
and National Monuments.
____________________

Examples of semi-precious gemstones found in Arizona
are agates, fire agates, jasper, onyx and Apache tears.
Petrified wood can be found in Arizona within the
jurisdiction of the BLM Phoenix, Safford, Yuma and
Arizona Strip Field Offices.

The Agatizer
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A Brief Sketch Of The History
Of The South Bay Lapidary & Mineral Society

The California Federation of Mineralogical Societies at
their meeting of June 23, 1956 (Held at Freasno,
California) formally accepted the South Bay Lapidary
and Mineral Society into full membership.

By Ellen Barrett
The South Bay Lapidary and Mineral Society (under the
name South Bay Lapidary Society) was born on May 10,
1948 when a small group met at the home of Mr. & Mrs
George Curtis at 645 East First Street in Hermosa Beach,
California. A few days later the South Bay Daily Breeze
carried a story on the organization “The First of its Kind in
the History of the South Bay”.
Officers were elected at the first regular meeting on May
24th, 1948 and a motion was made to meet the first
Monday of each month. The first officers were:
Dewitte Hager………President
Ellen Barrett..………Vice-President
Chester Page………..Secretary
Mrs George Curtis…Treasurer
Membership was limited to 30 families and the first year
and a half meeting were held at various members homes.
In October 1949 the club moved into Clark Stadium in
Hermosa and except for very short periods of time has met
there ever since.
Dates for the FIRST Show sponsored by the Society were
set for September 16-17, 1950, and there have been shows
every year since then. All of the early shows were held at
Clark Stadium, but for various reasons, principally
because the stadium was rented for Sunday religious
services, the show could not be held there. One year it
was held in the new El Segundo Recreation Center, the
last few years it has been held at Lomita. The 2nd Annual
Show was held September 23-24, 1951; the 3rd - September 20-21, 1952; the 4th September 19-20, 1953;
the 5th - - September 25 - 26, 1954; the 6th - - August 2728, 1955; the 7th- - September 15-16, 1956; the 8th - August 16-17, 1957; the 9th - - October 11-12, 1958; the
10th (the first at Lomita) –August 15-16, 1959 and the 11th
- - August 19-20, 1960.

Yes, it was terrible Terry who threw out the
obsolete covers in 2009. Computers took over.

_______________
BLM Rockhounding in California?
The California BLM has been working on who can
and who can’t do things in the California Southern
deserts for several years now. We (us rockhounds)
were supposed to tell the BLM where we wanted to
be able to collect rocks, which we didn’t do except
for a small few people. We sat back and let the offroad clubs deal with the BLM for us. Of course of
that didn’t work so here we are waiting to find out
what will happen maybe next year.

In 1952 a triangle and map were first used as a club
emblem. This was designed by Ellen Barrett and was used
on the cover of the official program for the Third Annual
Show. A variation on this was later redesigned to in
included the word “mineral” in a double triangle. The
club colors were officially chosen to be red and white.

In November in 2016, Lisbet Thoresen the San
Diego, California CFMS PLAC-South SubCommittee Chair was at our annual CFMS Business
get together at Visalia to show her who she was. She
was carefully watching the BLM DRECP (Bureau
of Land Management-Desert Renewable Energy
Conservation Plan) that she was worrying about
lands being off-limits for recreations. Over the years
she has written and sent several very well done

The word “mineral” was added to the Society name in July
1954. On May 7th of 1956 the society publication the
“South Bay Agatizer” (now generally called just “The
Agatizer” began. The first number was issued in July of
that year.)

– Continued on page 9
The Agatizer
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TIPS FROM A JEWELER’S BENCH

think to buy and stock any plastic.
The plastics store I go to has a scrap bin out back where
they give away their scraps. I usually opt for the 3/8 and
1/2 inch thicknesses for use as forming dies, but there's

always a variety of sizes and colors to choose from
including thin sheets that are good for templates.
If you can't find a shop with Google or Yellow Pages, do
a search on Ebay.com for scrap plastic by the pound.
___________________
Learn New Jewelry Skills With Brad's "How To Do It"
Books
http://amazon.com/author/bradfordsmith
Brad Smith Teaching All Ages

SMALL PARTS CONTAINERS
I'm always on the lookout for small containers to use for
holding all those little parts and tools we deal with in
making jewelry,
especially since I'm
always traveling to
classes and
workshops.

________________

Continued From Page 8 - California Rocking

My latest find are
some plastic vials
about 15 mm in
diameter and 75
mm long. Best part
is they are free. The vials are used in the doctor's office to
draw blood samples. They cannot be used after their
expiration date, and are thrown out. On my last doctors
visit, I asked the nurse if the had any expired vials. She
replied "How many do you want?" and tried to give me
400 of them. (We settled on 200).

At this time, Lisbet Thoresen says the BLM’s DRECP
seems to be as best we have there but there is a risk of a
downside for us if the BLM has to re-open the DRECP
to review for those who want some changes.
The paleontological clubs were hurt the most. Almost
all those items they used to collect are not allowed to
collect anymore. Us rock collectors have mostly only
lost petrified dinosaur bones .
There are two types of those. Ones are found of groups
of bones that scientist want to put together into a body.
These are more like bones than rocks. The ones of us
rockhound collectors want the petrified rock type for
display of their colors that were filled in chalcedony in
the bone’s honeycones that we put them in jewelry.
These were large bones that were petrified, broken, and
tumbled in rivers. These are not interested by scientists
or museums but it is simple for the BLM to say no you
can’t collect it.

The ones I have are called "Vacutainers", but there are
probably many other names. They are clear plastic with a
rubber stopper and a paper label all ready to write on. I
find them really handy for small parts like jump rings,
prong settings, small drills, nuts & bolts, faceted stones,
and precious metal filings.
-------------SOURCE FOR PLASTIC

__________________

We often use plastic in our
studios, like for a single
part die or for a template, so
it's handy to have a small
supply along with the rest
of your sheet, wire, copper
and bronze. But we seldom

The Agatizer
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What Yah Been
Up to Lately?

I Hope you had a grizzly,
bloody Halloween. I had a
lovely, tender of a skinned
abdomen shared with my
friend the graboid.
South Bay Lapidary & Mineral Society, Inc.
P.O. Box 1606
Torrance, California 90505
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